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now disappointed. According to the present pros- 
pect, there was noi only ne means in the treasury 
now, but there would not be, unicss by means of 
fresh loans—and to that Mr. F. would never give 
his consent, not even for the sake o! repairing the 
fortifications of the country. 

Mr. BOWNE observed that he would detain the 
committee but afew moments; and, indeed, he 
would not have risen at all, but for the remarks of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. ARNoLp,] 
which had enlisted his sympathies tor the unhappy 
predicament in which the gentleman seemed to be 
placed. Having seen a way, or fancied that he 
saw a way, by which the gentleman could be re- 
lieved from that load of distress which was weigh- 
ing him down to the dust, he felt it his duty to 
point itoutto him. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see could not vole for these appropriations—first, 
because there was not a dollar in the treasury; and, 
secondly, because, shadowing forth the caucus de- 
cree, he predicis that we are to have no revenue 
bili. 

Mr. ARNOLD. 
the subject. 

Mr. BOWNE. Well, the gentleman gave it as 
his individual opinion, ibat no revenue vill would 
be passed at this session; and be (Mr. B.) having 
been in the habit of looking to the gentleman’s 
predictions as indications of such decrees, and 
having so often seen them verified, thought he 
could not be much out of the way in believing 
that there had been another decree on the present 
occasion. But it was not the gentieman from Ten- 
nessee alone who had given them this intimation. 
They had heard as much yesterday from the vene- 
rable gentleman from Massachusetts, |Mr. Abams,} 
and to-day from his friend the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Fitumore J 
Now, permit me to ask (said Mr. B.) why is it that 
we are to have no revenue bil! at this session? 
With a majority of forty in this House, and a ma- 
jority of ten in the Senate—for gentlemen of the 
Whig party to tell him that they could not pass a 
revenue biil to raise money to carry on the Gov- 
ernment, and reiieve it from its embarrassments, 
was to trifle with his understanding. Would gen- 
tlemen say that they conid not pass a revenue bill 
because the President had vetoed the one just sent 
him? Did they suppose they could deiude the 
people of the covn'ry with this child-like story? 
Did they suppose that the people were so want- 
ing in intelligence as not to see the real mo- 
tives which governed them? Let us go back to the 
little revenue twelve-lines bill, and see what the 
President to!d them when he returned it with his 
objections. Why, be told them that he was ready to 
CO Operaie with them in any revenue measure, in 
language as plain as it could be written. ‘hey con- 
nected it with a measure which they knew he disap- 
proved of; and the consequence was, as they foresaw, 
aveto. Inthe face of this, they passed another reve- 
nue bill, end connected it with that same measure, 
which the President told them, in language as plain 
as he could speak, that he could not conscien- 
tiously sanction; and though they knew that he 
disapproved of it, and that he bad nerve enough to 
throw it back upon them, they still forced it npon 
him. And now (said Mr. B.) they tell us we are 
to have no revenue bill, because, forsooth, they ap- 
prehend another veto. The story is too idle to be 
believed for a moment. They could not make a 
boy of ten years of age listen toit. he President 
has told you, in Janguage as plain as he can speak, 
that he is ready and anxious to co-opera'e “ith the 
Legislature in passing such a revenue measure as 
will relieve the wanis of the Government, and, at 
the same time, give sufficiest incidental protection 
to our manufacturing and mechanical indusiry; 
but that he cannot, in the present embarrassed con- 
dition of the treasury, sanction the collection of 
taxes with the one hand, to be squandered en the 
States with the other. If the Government was to 
be prostrated because he will not give his consent 
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to such a monstrous system of legislation, those 
who have a strong majority in both Houses of Con- 
gress, with a President ready to co-operate with 
them'in any constitutional measure of relief, must 
take the responsibility. Such, however, was the 
tenacity with which party-spirit ciung io its pur- 
poses, that, while this majority was wiliing to 
squander three millions away among the States, 
though the treasury was entirely exhausted, they 
could not pass a revenue measure to provide the 
ways and means to carry on the Government. 
They profess that they are anxious to pass a rev- 
enue measure to relieve the wants of the coun- 
try; but they are unable to accomplish any 
measure of relief, in eonsequence of the Presi- 
denv’s vetoes. Now, was there ever such hollow- 
hearted hypocrisy exhibited on the face of the 
earth? Sir, (said Mr. B.,) they don’: mean to pass 
arevenue bill. The decree has gone forth, that 
they must have distribution or no revenue—perish 
credit, perish commerce, perish the Cunstiiution it- 
self, rather than yield up a principle so dear to 
Wohigery. ney will collect taxes from the peo- 
ple with the one hand, to scatter with wasteful 
prodigality with the other. Though the Gov- 
ernment is to be suspended in its operations, they 
will not consent to provide the ways and means to 
carry iton, because they have been defeated in 
their favorite scheme of distribation. He repeat- 
ed, was there ever such hol!ow-hearted hypocrisy 
manifested in the legislation of any country? Sir, 
(said Mr. B.) the Democracy are always ready to 
unite with you in passing a revenue law. They 
will agree to give you such a revenue as will be 
sufficient to supply all the wants of the Govern- 
ment economically administered, and, at the same 
time, sufficient incidental protection to Amer- 
ican indusiry. He said this, because he had 
heard as much froma majority of the members of 
the Democratic party, and, from repeated conver- 
sations with them, knew such to be their determin- 
ation; and he now tendered the assistance of the 
Dem«cratic party to carry out such a revenue 
measure as the President will approve. What 
did gentlemen say to this proposition? They knew 
that the Democratic party, and the President also, 
would unite with them in passing a revenne meas- 
ure, unconnected with the odious and abom- 
inable principle of collecting money from: the 
people to be squandered among the States. And 
would they adjourn without it? Would they go 
before the people, and teil them that they deter- 
mincd to have no revenue, unless coupled wiih dis- 
tribution? He challenged them to go before the 
people withsuchanissue. Letthem dare totake such 
a responsibility upon themselves, and they would 
find what the gentleman trom Kentucky teld them 
had happened in his State—a majoritv of ihe people 
sustaining the veio. They would find not a lean 
majority, but two-thirds of the people with tke 
President; as the Kentucky Governor of Arkansas 
found two thirds of the people with him, sustain- 
ing a decision caiculated to protect their dearest 
interests. He was rejoiced to hear the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Pope] come out ashe did. 
His language was worthy of a brave and patriotic 
Kentuckian, The gentleman said he weuld go for 
any measure necessary to support the Government, 
und calculated to promote the interests of the peo- 
ple, without regard to caucus dictation. Let the 
majori-y follow the patriotic lead of the gentleman 
from Kentucky. Let them abandon their wild and 
improvident schemes of squandering away the rev- 
enues the Government has so much need of; Ist 
the public lands remain where they have here- 
tofore been, to provide for the public debt and 
the expenses of the Governmen!; and, instead 
of idle and senseless declamation about Execu- 
tive vetoes, let them go to work and pass a 
reverve bill. They cculd pass one to-morrow— 
one that would give suflicient support to the 
Government, and protect the laboring classes 
atthe same time. Away with all this humbug- 
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god of battles. Go to work, and you can pass a bill 
to-morrow, that will relieve the country; and you 
can do it with Demecratic votes. Now, here was 
a sovereign remedy for all the ills of which gentlemen 
complained. Let them come up to the work, and we 
{the Democracy] will meet them there: and let us 
hear no more complaints about Executive usurpa- 
tions, bankruptey, and prostration of the credit of 
the country. 

Mr. FILLMORE rejoined. The newborn zeal 
of his colleague—who seemed to have become a 
recent convert to the Administration of John Tyler 
—must strike some gentlemen with surprise. Mr. 
F., however, was not surprised. The gentleman 
referred to the President’s promises about approv- 
ing a revenue bill, and had declared that the Demo- 
crats were ready to vote for it. Mr. F. hoped they 
were; and, if so, there was a bill now on the table 
which he hoped they would come up in a boy and 
lend their aid in passing into a Jaw. [Cries of 
“What is ii?”] He referred to the bill which bad 
been returned to them by the President. [tere 
Mr. F.’s voice and all other sounds were Jost in 
loud roars of laughter, which for a time continued 
to shake the hall.] This afforded an opporiunity 
of soon putting the sincerity of his colleague and 
his Democratic associates to the test. The gentie- 
man complained that the majority had rather lose 
the revenue bill altogether, than relinquish the peity 
matter of the land fund—a mere trifle, not worth 
quarreiling about. He was happy to hear that 
gent!emen considered it so trifling a matt-r; he pre- 
sumed, then, that they would themselves not insist 
upon its relinquishment, but would come up man- 
fully, and relieve the country at once, by voting for 
the bill. And even Mr. Tyler said he would sign 
it, if two-thirds of both Houses would but agree to 
pass it. 

The new zeal of his colleague for the relief of 
the treasury was truly surprising. A bill had last 
summer been introduced for that very end—a biil 
against which no constitutional objection was pre- 
tended, and which was cntirely within the provi- 
sions of the compromise act. had his colleague vo- 
ted for 212 No, he voted against it. Then there 
was another bill, intended to save the little revenue 
left by the descending scale of duties: did his col- 
league vote for that?) No, he voted, with al! his 
political associates, against it. An amendment had 
been offered by the gentleman from Mississippi, 
[Mr. Gwin,] the effect of which would have been 
to posipone the distribution of the land fund and 
keep the money in the treasury: for this, according 
to his colleague, every Democrat in the House had 
voted. The bill went to the Senate thus amended, 
andcame back with the very same amendment, in 
substance. 

[¥4r. Gwin reminded Mr. F. that the Senate had 
voted down his am:ndment, and substituted ano- 
ther.] 

Yes, but that other did the same thing; it post- 
poned the distribution; it kept the money in the 
treasury. And what cid all the Democrats in the 
House do then? Voted against it, to a man, by yeas 
and nays. How great their zeal to fill a bankrupt 
treasury! Then there was anovher bill introduced 
for this very end of filling the treasury, and which 
did postpone the land distribution; and it was veto- 
ed by the President. Did one Democrat—a single 
one of them—vote fori? Not one; they all voted 
against it. Yet this bill would have prevented dis- 
tribution, and filled the tressury. 

What consistent patriots, and how sudden their 
zeal for the treasury! What had created i?— 
what hed intervened? A vet). Yes, a veto; and 
ihe consequences very clearly showed that there 
had been a previous understanding between the 
parties. 

Mr. i". here referred to the pos:tion taken by Mr. 
BowneE—that the only obstacle to the passage of a 
revenue bill was, that the Whig majority would 
connect with it the distribution of the public lands. 
But in this, he said, a very great mistake prevailed. 
In the jand distribution bill, the two things were 
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connected by the proviso which suspended the 
distribution whenever duties should be imposed 
over 20 per cent. The object and ihe operation of 
the bill now vetoed were to separate the one subject 
from the other. Had it become a law, they would 
have been severed compietcly: so that Congress 
might have raised or lowered the duties without 
affucting the land fund, or might have relinquished 
the land fund without touching the duties. Mr. F. 
here gave an account of the reason of inserting 
the proviso in the land distribution bill, and its 
effect in connecting the two subjects of distribu- 
tion and revenue. The first tariff bill had been 
vet ed, precisely because it contained that con- 
nexion; and yet this bill also was vetoed, which 
went to destroy it. The President bad said that, 
but for the proviso, the distribution bill could never 
have become a law—giving virtually the same rea- 
son for approving a bill which he now gave for 
vetoing. Mr. F. could not understand such ob 
jections: he could not comprehend the course of 
men who would refuse to give the Government a 
revenue on grounds like these. 


Mr. ROOSEVELT here puta query to Mr. F., 
which led to further explanations and recapitula- 
tions, relating to the proviso ia the distribution bill; 
the President’s signature of that bill; and his ve- 
toing of the present bill, on grounds he had former- 
ly approved. 

Mr. FILLMORE then proceeded to say that 
there were just reasons to apprehend that the wants 
of the treasury would not be supplied during the 
present session of Congress; yet now his patriotic 
colleague—who admitted that the land distribution 
was the merest trifle, a thing never worth quarrel- 
ling about, and who could pass the bill in spite of 
all vetoes—sooner thaa yield that trifle, stood pre- 
pared with his political friends to strike down the 
interests of the country, and leave it prostrate, 
without a revenue to maintain the Government or 
meet the public demands! Gentlemen demanded 
concession from the Whigs: he thought some con- 
cessions were due from the other side. They sail 
that, if this land claim were stricken out ofthe bill, 
they were ready to vote for it; but they knew that 
it was impossible that could be done in this bill 
now. And why did they insist that a majority 
should come down to the sentiments of a minority? 
{A laugh, and cries of “No, no; no bargain !””} 

Mr. F. said he had read over the veto again and 
again, purposely to see whether the President any- 
where said that, if the land clause were out of the bill, 
he would approve and sign it; but it contained no 
such assurance. And even if it had, when he rec- 
ollected what had passed at the extra session, 
what conceivable ground was there for confidence 
to reston? Mr. F. had no hope the bill would be 
signed in any shape they could put it. There was 
nothing, absolutely nothing, to create a hope. Mr. 
F., to be sure, did not know what might be done 
before this session should close; he trusted there 
were encugh here ready and desirous to do what 
might save the country; but if circumstances were 
such that this could not be effect-d, it remained 
enly that both parties shou'd co before that com- 
mon arbiter--the people themselves. He conclu- 
ded by moving that the committee rise. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN appealed to Mr. F. to 
withdraw the motion fer a few minutes 

Mr. F. declined to do so. 

The motion prevailed by ayes 93, noes 40. 

So the committee rose, and reported certain bills, 
laid aside to be reported yesterday, (but which 
were not then reported, the committee having 
risen for wantcf a quorum,) and also reperted 
progress on the bill just under discussion. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN rose to a privileged ques- 
tion. He was informed by the Clerk of the House 
that he had been honored by the Speaker with an 
appointment as a member cf the select committe:, 
raised on the motion cf the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] to tale into consideration 
the message of the President of the United Sta'es 
returning to the House “the bill to provide revenue 
from imports, and to change and modify existing 
laws imposing duties on imports,” with his objec- 
tions thereto. Considering that the Constitution 
of the United States had, in express terms, pre- 
scribed the mode in which either House of Con- 


gress should dispore of the objections made by the 
Executive toa bill returned by him to it; and con- 
sidering that the injunctions of the Constitution 
had already been complied with—namely, by 
spreading those objections on the journal, and 
making them a matter of record; he believed that 
neither Heuse of Congress had any power, by any 
rule or reguia'ion of its own, to depart from the 
mode of procedure prescribed by that instrument; 
and he considered that the reference of the message 
was unconstitutional. 

Tne SPEAKER here called Mr. I. to order (as 
the reporter understood) for irrelevancy. 

Mr. IRWIN. I decline serving on the com- 
mittee, and consider it an act of justice to myself 
to give the reasons. [Loud cries of ‘order, order” 
—a perfect uproar!] I move to be excused from 
serving on that committee, and now proceed to 
state my reasons for the motion. 

The SPEAKER again cailed Mr. I. to order; 
but what he said was unintelligible to the reporter, 
amid the noise and confusion that prevailed. 

Mr. IRWIN. Does the Speaker decide that'l 
cannot give the rearons for asking to be excused from 
serving on this committee? 

The SPEAKER was understocd to say that the 
gentleman might give such reasons as had refer- 
ence to the rules of the House, or his personal mo- 
tives for desiring to be excused; but the gentleman 
Was proceeding to argue the question, and to im- 
pugn the action of the House, an! was, therefore, 
out of erder. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN appealed from the decision 
of the Chair. 

Mr. WISE rose amid loud cries of “order.” Mr. 
W. said he wished to debate the appeal. 

Mr. BARNARD called the gen'leman from Vir- 
ginia to order. 

The SPEAKER desired him to state his point of 
order. 

Mr. BARNARD said that there was a motion 
pending to adjourn, made by the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Kennepy | 

The SPEAKER said that when the gentleman 
from Maryland rose to move the adjournment, he 
had given the floor to the gent!eman frem Peon- 
sylvania, [Mr. W. W. Irwin,] because he rose to 
a privileged motion. 

Mr. WISE proceeded. He understood the de- 
cision of the Speaker to be this: The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Irwin} moved the House 
to excuse him from serving on the select committee 
named by him, because he believed that that com- 
mittee had no constitutional existence; and he was 
going on to state his belief that the decision of the 
House in establishing such a committee was un 
constitutional, when the Speaker decided that he 
could not impugn the action of the House in the 
line of his own constitutional culies—in other 
words, that the House could force him to do an 
unconstitutional act. 

The SPEAKER interrupted Mr. W., and said 
he had not put the case correctly; and further said 
that the appeal was not debatable. 

Mr. WISE. I ask the Spraker if he did not de- 
cide that the gentleman might as>ign his reasons, 
if they were proper reasons? 

The SPEAKER said that be did decide so; but 
the gentleman was going on to argue the question, 
and to give reasons that were irrelevant. 


Mr. WISE. Does the Speaker decide that it 
was upon the ground of irrelevancy that he pre 
vented the gentleman from preceeding? Was the 
reaton of the unconstitutionality of the commitiee 
irrelevan!? 

The SPEAKER again called Mr. W. to order, 
saying that the appeal was not debatable, and 
made some other remarks not heard. And amid 
deafening cries of “order,” ‘‘order,” and the rap 
ping of the Speaker's mallet on the tabie, 

Mr. WISE made a brief reply, of which a few 
words only were caught—such as “tyrannical de- 
cision;” “I despise such—” “Sir, it is contempt 
ible.” 

Mr. W. W.IRWIN. Mr. Speaker, am I at 
liberty to decline serving on the committee? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. It was 
for the House to say whether the gentleman should 
be excused from serving or not. 





Mr. W. W. IRWIN said that if he was at lib. 
erty to decline serving on the committee, he wonld 
do so without asking leave of the House; but, in- 
asmuch as the leave of the House was necessary, 
he would ask for the yeas and nays. 

In answer toa request that the Speaker would 
restate exactly what his decision was— 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Irwin] had asked to be ex. 
cused from serving on the select committee to 
whom had been referred the President’s veto mes- 
sage; and that the gentleman was proceeding to 
give his reasons for the motion. And he was pro- 
ceeding to discuss the constitutional action of the 
House, and to contravene tbe right of the House, 
under the Constitution of the United States, to or- 
der the message to be referred to a select commit- 
tee. And this the gentleman gave as the reason or 
foundation of bis motion to be excused from serv- 
ing. The Chair hai decided that the gentleman 
had a right to give his reasons within the contem- 
plation of the rule of the House—as, for instance, 
that he was serving on two other committees, or 
that his health would not permit him to discharge 
the duties of the appointment, or the like; but that, 
in the judgment of the Chair, the gentleman had 
not the right to assign any reason in contravention 
of the action of the House, as that was based upon 
the ground of a violation of the Constitution on the 
partof the House. The Chair had moreover ruled 
the gentleman cut of order, en the ground that his 
reasons were irrelevant, having no personal appli- 
catien to the motion he had submitied. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Do I understand the Speaker 
to decide that the gentler an from Pennsylvania, 
in asking to be excused from serving on the com- 
mitiee, cannot assign as his reason, that, in his 
conscience, the serving on the committee was not 
constitutiona'? 


TheSPEAKER replied in the affirmative. [Cries 
of “Yes, yes; that was it.’’] 

Mr. BOTTS moved that the appeal be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. STANLY said that a monstrous fuss was 
making about nothing at all. He moved that the 
House adjourn. But, at the request of several 
members that the appeal should be disposed of be- 
fore adjournment, he withdrew the moticn. 

The yeas and nays were asked, and ordered, on 
the motion that the appeal be laid on the table; and, 
being taken, were—yeas 78, nays 74. 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
excuse Mr. Irwin from service on the said com- 
mittee— 

Mr. WISE said that, before voting, he wished to 
hear the gentieman’s reasons, 

Mr. IRWIN said that he would endeavor, as far 
as was in his power, to confine himself to the rule 
that the Speaker had prescribed. He begged leave 
to disclaim any intention to impugn the motives of 
members of the House. It was not for him to im- 
pucn the action of the House; nor did he desire to 
do so. His reason for asking to be excused from 
serving on this select committee was—that, as the 
Constitution of the United States, in the 7ih sec- 
tion of the Ist article, had prescribed, in terms, the 
mode in which either House should dispose of 
the objections returned by the President of the 
United States to any bill from which he might 
withhold his executive sanction; and as_ this 
Flowse had, on yesterday, or the day before, 
(he did not recollect which,) when the Execu- 
tive message returnirg the objections of the 
President was presented, placed these objections on 
th? journal, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Constitution to which he had referred, and 
these objections had become matter of record, the 
injunction of the Cons‘itution had been fully car- 
tied out; and he considered and believed that any 
other action, in the shape of reference to a select 
or standing committee, was not sanctioned by that 
seventh section of the first article of the Constitu- 
tion; and that the House of Representafives could 
not add to, by way of rule, or otherwise, the mode 
of proceeding prescribed by that instrament. This 
House cannot make a supplement to the Constitu- 
tion. The duty had been performed; and, consid- 
eling it to be a violation of the Constitution to 
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adopt any other mode of proceeding, he could not 
conscientiously serve on this committee, which he 
believed to be unconstitutional. He therefore 
asked the House to excuse him from serving. 

The quesiion was then taken, and, by an almost 
ubanimous vote, Mr. 1. was excused. 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, August 12, 1842. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, on leave, introduced a bill 
for the relief of Nathaniel Mitchell, which was 
read twice, and taken up, as in committee of the 
whole; and Messrs. WILLIAMS, WRIGHT, and 
WOODBURY expleined that it was to correct an 
error in the bill recently passed for the relief of 
Mr. Mitchell. The bill was then reported to the 
Senate, read the third time, and passed. 

The following adverse reports of the standing 
committees were taken up, and concurred in by 
the Senate, viz: In the cases of Gustavus B. Hor- 
ner, Samuel Y. Keene, John Jordon, and Robert 
H: Sanders. 

House bill, entitled An act for the relief of 
Samuel Dicy, was taken up, as in commitiee of the 
whole; and was opposed by Messrs. CALHOUN 
and KING, and defended by Mr. GRAHAM; 
when, on motion of the first-named Senator, it was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of John H. Stone, 
deceased, was taken up as in committee of the 
whole. This bill was debated at great length. The 
question involved, independent of the particular 
merits of the case, was, whether there was a vested 
right in a pension; or whether the children were 
entitled, by right of inheritance, to a pension 
which the parent may have been entitled to under 
the law of Congress on which the application was 
founded. 

Messrs. SEVIER and KERR defended the 
merits of the claim, and the principles on which it 
was founded; and Messrs. PHELPS and WRIGHT 
opposed it. 

The debate having been concluded— 

Mr. WRIGHT move! that the bill be indefi- 
nitely pos'poned. 

Mr. BUCHANAN demazded the yeas and nays 
on the question, as it wasto settle a principle; 
which having been ordered, the question on indefi- 
nite posiponement was pu', and carried in the aflir- 
mative—yeas 20, pays 8, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Baghy, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dayton, 
Huntington, King, McRoberts, Miller, Phelps, Porter, Tall- 
madge, Wright, and Young—20, 

NAYS—Messrs. Fulton, Kerr, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of 
Indiana, Sturgeon, Walker, and White—S. 

The bill to provide for the satisfaction of claims 
arising under the 14h and 19h articles of The 
treaty of the United States with the Ch-ctaw In- 
dians at Dancing Rabbit creek, having been re- 
turned from the House with amendments, was, en 
the motion of Mr. WALKER, taken up, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

The bill authoriz ng the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to settle the claims of the Siate of Alabama 
against the United Sta'e:, having been reiurned 
from the House with sundry amendmenis, was, on 
the motion of Mr. KING, taken up, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

Engrossed bill entitied An act for the augmenta- 
tion of the marine corps, and for other purposes, 
(by the addition of 500 men and the proper quan- 
tum of non-commissioned cflicers,) was read the 
third time, and passed. 

The bil! entitled An act making compensation 
to pension agents, by a.lowing them 2 per cent. oa 
disbursements, Was taken up as in committee of 
the whole. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the bill was so 
amended that the compensation of the agents 
should, in no case, exceed $1,000 annually. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that here'o'ore 
there were some cases in which no compensation 
was allowed to persion agents, particularly in 
cases where banks acted as such. They were 
willing to perform the duties without compensat «n, 
in consequence of deposites of money to pay :ae 
pensions having been made with them some 60 or 
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90 days before it was required io be paid over, 
and during which time they had the use of the 
money. Now, if this bill required that compensa- 
tion should be paid to pension agents in a'l cases, 
he would be opposed to it, because many of the 
banks were anxious to disbur:e the money without 
compensation. . 

Mr. SEVIER said the bill was only intended to 
allow compensation in such cases as could not be 
avoided. From several of the States, numerous 
petitions had been presented in favor of aliowing 
compensation to agents who would not act without 
it. It was to mect those eases that the bill 
intended. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Tre bill for the relief of John W. Skidmore was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, consid- 
ered, reported to the Senate, read the third time, 
and passed; and 

The bill supplementary to an act entitled “An 
act to provide for the adjustment of titles to land 
in the town of Detroit, in the Territory of Michi- 
gan, and for o‘her purposes,” passed April 24, 
1806, was taken up as in committee of the whole; 
and, having been amended in several pariiculars, 
on the motion of Mr. PORTER, was reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. Then, 

On motion of Mr. BATES, 

The Senate adjourned. 


was 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, August 12, 1842. 

Several Senate bills were reported from different 
standing committees, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON gave notice that he 
would, to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill 
to meet ajl the current and contingent liabilities of 
the Government, by raising reverit®, from imports, 
to benefit the growers of grain and tobacco, by 
countervailing and reciprocal duties on articles 
specified—to prevent abuses in the collection and 
disbursement of the revenue, ly requiring the gross 
amount to be pnid at once into the treasury, to be 
crawn out only by law—to prevent defalcations, by 
requiring purchasers «f public lands and imponers 
of dutiadle goods to piace the amonnt to be paid the 
Government in Government depositories, or in the 
treasury at once, to the credit of the Government, 
and to receive a receipt of payment from the re- 
ceivers, upon presentation of the certificate of such 
deposite—to benefit the States, and increase the 
capital of the nation, by au'tborizing the issue, upon 
the faith of the Government, of two hundred mil- 
lions of Government stock, of denominations of not 
less than one hundred, nor exceeding one thous- 
and doliar:; to be divided among the States, the 
Territories, and the District ef Columbia, upon the 
basis of federal numbers—and to suspend the oper- 
ation of the distribation of the proceeds of the sales 
of the public Tands until the redemption of the 
stock by the Government 

Mr. BARNARD wished to report, from he Ju- 
diciary Commities, the bill from the 
provide remedial jusiice in the c 

ed States.” 

Mr. J.G. FLOYD objected. 

Toe bill was not yorted, 

Mr. McKENNAN moved that 
up the bil! reported from 


Whole, entitlei A bill 


Slaviote by 
senate “to 


urs of the Uni- 


the Heuse teke 
ihe Commitee of the 
making app,ropriation for 
marine hespital sites onthe Western waters; wh ch 
notion prevailed, by general consent. 

Mr. McK. then moved the previous question on 
the engrossment of the bill; which was suctained. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said that, inasmuch as 
this billinvolved a large expenditure of money, h- 
would call fcr the yeas and nays. They were ta- 
ken, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Boyd, Brewster, Brockway, 
Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William O. Butler, 
Calhoun, Casey, Jonin C. Clark, Clinton, James Cooper, Crans- 
ton, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Dean. Doan, John Edwards, Ever- 
ett, Giddings, Granger, Gwin, Halsted, Hopkins, Hudson, 
J. R. Ingersoll, W. W. Irwin, Jack, James, Wm. C. Johnson, 
Keim,Jobn P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, McKennan, Marchand, T. 
F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Me- 
dill, Miller, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Pearce, Pen- 
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dleton, Pope, Proffit, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Read, 
Reynolds, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russell, Saltonstall, San- 
ford, Slade, Truman Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stratton, John T. 
Stuart, Richard W. Thompson, Jacoh Thompson, Tillinghast; 
Toland, Triplett, Wallace, Weller, Edward D. White, Joseph 
L. White, Thos. W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Wise, Yorke, and A. Young—8S6, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Birda- 
eye, Burke, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldweii, Caruth 
ers, Cary, Chapman, Chittenden, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, 
Cowen, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Doig, Egbert, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Gamble, Gerry, Wm. ©. Goode, 
Gordon, Hall, Harris, Hays, Henry, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Robert McClellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Moore, Osborne, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Rayner, Reding, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, 
Wm. Smith, S.yder, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Turney, Van Buren, Warren, Washington, Watterson, James 
= Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wood, and John Young— 
Vi. 


Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS said he had voted in 
the affirmative, for the purpose of enabling him to 
move a reconsideration of the vote. He moved 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill was order- 
ed to be engrossed, with a view to recomumit the 
bill, with instructions to strike out “Napoleon,” 
Arkansas, as one of the sites, and insert ‘‘Mem- 
phis,”” Tennessee. 

Mr. W. addressed the House for some ‘ime in 
favor of his motion, and was replied to by Mr. 
McKENNAN. 

The question was taken on the motien to recon- 
sider, by yeas and nays; and decided .n the sffir- 
mative—yeas 91, nays 90. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS then submitted his mo- 
tion to strike out “Napoleon,” and insert ‘““Mem- 
phis.” 

The previous question having been moved, it 
was sustained by the House; and the question was 
then partially taken by tellers, on the amendment 
of Mr. C. H. Wituuams, when 85 voted in the 
affirmative. 

The SPEAKER said there was evident!y a ma- 
jority in favor of the motion. 


Mr. LINN BOYD called for the yeas and nays. 
The SPEAKER said it was too late, as the 
House was dividing. 


Some conversation ensued, which was termi- 
nated by the SPEAKER’S insisting upon gentle- 
men who were standing in the aisles taking their 
seats; and he then announced that the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The yeas and nays resuited as follows: yeas 79, 
nays 97. Sothe amendment was not concurred 
in. 
Mr PLUMER offered an amendment, to strike 
out “Cleveland,” and insert “Erie; which was 
decided to be out of order. 

Mr. McKAY called for the yeas and nays on 
the engros«ment of the bill; and, being ordered, 
they resulted as follows: yeas 109, nays 79. 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Ayerigg, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, 
Blair, Boardman, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, 
Charlies Brown, Jeremiah Browr, Burnell, William O. But. 
ler, Casey, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cranston, 
Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dean, Doan, John Ed- 
wards. John C. Edwards, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gran- 
ger, Green, Gwin, Halsted, Uastings. Hopkins, Hudson, Charles 
J Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, W. W. Trwin, 
James, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lane, McKennan, 
Marchand, ‘fhomas F. Marshall, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard’, Medill, Miller, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Newhard, Pendleton, Plumer. Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, 
Randolph, Read, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rodney, Wm. Russeil, 
Jamea M. Russell, Salstonstall, Sanford, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Sollers, , Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
John T. Stuart, Richard W. Thomoson, Jacob Thompson, Til- 
li ehast, Toland, Triplett, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Ward, 
Welier. Edwaid D. White, Joseph L. White. Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Wise Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—109. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Arrington, Babcock, Birdseye, 
Black. A. V. Brown, Burke, Wm. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, 
Patrick ©. Caldwell, Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cowen, Daniel, R. D.Davie, Doig, Egbert. Fessenden, 
Fillmore, John G. Fleyd, 7. F. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Ger- 
ry. Gilmer, Goggin. William 0. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gus- 
tine, Habersham, Harris, Hays, Holmes, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, John W. Jones, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Mitchell, 
Osborne, Owsley. Parmenter, Payne, Pearce, Benjamin Ran- 
dall, Ravner, Reding, Riggs, Saunders, Shaw, William Sinith, 
Snyder, Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferr Vy 
Trumbull, Turney, Van Buren, Warren, Watterson, James W. 
Williams Christoy her H. Williams, Joseph L. Willams, and 
W ood.—79. 


The bi'l was then read a third time, and passed. 

The next bill taken up was the Senate bi'l to 
provide for the satisfaction cf claims arisir¢ under 
the 14th and 19th articles of the treaty of Dancing 
Rabb.t creek. 
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Mr. J. COOPER moved the previous question; 
which was sustained by the Louse. 

The bill was ordered to be enzrossed, and was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The bill to provide paymen| for horses and other 
property Jost in the military service of the United 
Sta'es, was taken up. 

Mr. TURNEY moved the previous question; 
and, under its operation, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed. 

Mr. TURNEY then moved the previous question 
on the passage of the bill, which was seconded by 
the House; and the main question having been 
ordered — 

Mr. STANLY called for the yeas ard nays, 
which were ordered; and, on taking the main ques- 
tion, he result was—yeas 71, nays 100. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The House then took up the bill authorizing the 
settlement of the claims of the State of Alabama 
for moneys advanced for the United States for the 
pay and subsistence of militia called into the ser- 
vice of the United States during the Creek war, 
with certain amendments; and the amendments 
having been concurred in— 

The bill was explained and advocated by Messrs. 
LEWIS, SHIELDS, CHAPMAN, and COWEN, 
and oppesed by Messrs. McK AY and STANLY. 

Mr. CHAPMAN having moved the previous 
question, which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion having been ordered— 

Mr. STANLY moved thai the bill be laid on the 
table. 

The House refused to lay the bill on the teble— 
ayes 69, noes 91. 

The question then recurred on the passage of the 
bill, and resulted in the affirmative—aye.- 81, noes 
67, as follows. 

YEAs—Messrs. Allen, L. W. Andrews, Appleton, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boaidman, Jeremiah Brown, Burnel!, Calhoun, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James 
Coaper, Cowen, Garrett Davis, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Graham, Granger, 
Habersham, Hudson, James, John P. Kennedy, King, Linn, 
McKennan, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Mitchell, Moore, 
Morgan, Morrow, Owsley, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsay, Ben- 
jamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rod- 
ney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, 
Vruman Smith, Stanly, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
John T. Stuart, Summers, John B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Aug. Young, and John Young—sl 

NAYS—Meessrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bid- 
lack, Black, A. V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Wm. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, Dawson, John C. Edwards, John G. Floyd, 
Gordon, Gwin, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houston, 
Hubard, Charles J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Lewis, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, 
McKay, Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Newhard, Parmenter, 
Payne, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Sollers, Sumter, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, 
James W. Williams, Wise, and Wood—67. 


So the bill was passed. 


REVENUE BILL. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, in accordance with the 
notice which he had previously given, asked leave 
to bring in his bill to provide revenue frem imports, 

Mr. FILLMORE obj cted. He considered that 
aciiun would be premature, whilst the revenue bill 
on the table remained undisposed of. 

Mr. BIDLACK wished to ask a question. He 
wished to inquire whether it was not expressly un- 
derstood, when the vetoed bill was laid on the ta- 
ble, that it would not prevent the intreduction of 
another bill? Mr. B. therefore wanted to know 
why the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means considered this movement premature? Did 
the majority intend to prevent any legislation on 
the subject, by refusing to take up the other bill, 
and by contending that this proposition was pre- 
mature until the other was disposed of 3 

The CHAIR réminded Mr. B that the question 
was not debatable. : 

Mr. BIDLACK said he was aware of it, and 
must content himself with having reminded the 
House of the true state of the question. 

Mr. INGERSOLL then moved a suspension of 
the rules, for the purpose of taking up his bill. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for the reading of the 
bill, and it was read as follows: 
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A BILL to provide revenue from imports. 

Be it enucted hy the Senate and House of Repre senta 
tives of the United States of America inCongress assembled, 
That, from and after the passage of this act, the same duties 
upon imports shall be levied, collected, and paid, under the same 
laws, rules, and regulations, which were levied, collected, and 
paid, between the Ist day of January, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-eight, and the last day of December, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-nine, under the provisions of the 
act appro¥ed 21 March, 1833, entitied “An act to modify the act 
of the Ith of January, one thousand eight hundred and thirty 
two, and all other acts impesing duties on imports,’ except that 
the said duties shall be paid in cash: And provided furtker 
That in all cases where specitic duties were imposed upon im- 
ports prior to the passage of the said act, it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to ascertain the average rate of 
duty which was collected upon each of the said articles through- 
out the year 1839; and such average rate of duty shall hereafter 
be levied, collected. and paid, asa specific duty upon the im- 
portation of the said articles, in (he same manner as 1f such re- 
spective specific duties were respectively imposed by this act. 

Sec.2 And be it further enacted, That, on the importa- 
tion of ail the articles made subject to a duty of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem, under the provisions of the act entitled “Anact re- 
lating to duties and drawbacks,” approved September 11th, 
1841, there shall hereafter be levied, collected, and paid, a duty 
of 30 per cent. ad valorem, except upon railroad iron, which 
shall be subject to the same rate of duty as bar or bolt iron, of 
similar manufacture, under the Ist section of this act; but noth- 
ing herein contained shall be so construed as to deprive any 
State or incorporated company, Which shall have imported 
railroad iron prior to the 3d day of March next, of the benefits 
and advantages secured to them respectively by the proviso to 
the 5th section of the said act relating to the duties and draw- 
backs 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House, but 
subsequently withdrew the motion. 

Mr. INGERSOLL called for the yeas and nays 
on suspending the rnles, and they were ordered. 

The motion to suspend the rules was negatived— 
yeas 43, nays 118, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Brew- 
ster, Charles Brown, Burke, Clinton, Cross, Cushing, Rich- 
ard D. Davis, Doig, Jolin G. Fioyd, Gerry, Gordon, Gustine, 
Harris, Houck, C. J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Cave John. 
son, Keim. Andrew Kennedy, Robert Meclellan, Marchand, 
Mitchell, Newhard, Parmenter, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Reding, 
Reynolds, Riggs, Sanford, Snyder, Van Buren, Ward, Weller, 
James W. Wiiliains, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Wood 

—43 

NAYS—Mesars. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Ap 
pleton, Arnold, Arrington, Aycrigg, Babcock, Haker, Barnard, 
Barton, Birdseye, gBlair, Boardman, Botts, Aaron V. Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Wm. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. C. 
Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, 
James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Garrett 
Davis, Dawson, John Edwards, JohnC. Edwards, Egbert, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, Thomas F. Fuster, Gentry, Gilmer, Gog- 
gin, Graham, Granger, Gwin, Habersham, Halsted, Hays, Hop- 
kins, Hlouston, Howard, Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, James, John 
P. Kennedy, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mc- 
Kennan, McKeon, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, Mathews, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Owsley, Payne, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Rogers, William Russell, Saltonstall, 
Saunders, shields, William Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Steenrod, 
Stratton, Alexander H. H. Scart, John T. Stuart, Summers, 
Sumter, Sweney, John B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
jett, Trumbull, Turney, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, 
Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Christopher IT. Williams, 
and John Young—118. 


Mr. FILLMORE then submitted a resolution to 
terminate debate in Committee of the Whole on 
the bill making appropriat:ons fer certain fortifica- 
tions, after the same shall have been further consid- 
ered one hour. [Loud cries of Ok! ob! ch!) 

Mr. PROFFIT suggested that one minute should 
be substituted for one hour. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it would be recollected 
that the bill had been discussed ore day, and, as 
there were others to be acted upon, it was necessary 
to dispose of it at once. 

Mr. PROFFIT. Make it one minute, then. 

The previous question having been moved, the 
question was put on seconding it. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON cal'ed for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. IRWIW withdrew the motion. 

Mr. GORDON renewed i'; but the motion was 
negatived. 

The previous question was then sustained by the 
House. Toe yeas and nays were ordered on the 
adoption of the resolution, and resulted thus—yeas 
81, nays 67. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole; which was 
agreed to; (and Mr. Hopkins took the chair.) 

The committee resumed the consideration of the 
fortification bill. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN rose, and said he was en- 
titled to the floor from yesterday; and he resumed 
the debate of last night, and proceeded to address 





the committee in justification of the President’s 
difference of opinion with the Hcuse, as a consti- 
tutional right. He then gave his views on distribu- 
tion and a tariff, and appealed to the Whig ma- 
jority to strike five lines from the vetoed bill, (the 
distribution clanse,) bring it into the House again, 
and it should have his vote. Much as it grieved 
him to lose distribution, small as was the amount, 
he would vote for the bill in that shape, rather 
than lose dis!ribution and tariff both. [Cries of 
‘*Would the President sign i!?”’) 

The gentlemen, he said, had the President’s mes- 
sage by which to judge, as well as himself. Bat let 
them try him; and they cou!d pass the bill through 
both Houses in two days. [Laughter, and cries of 
“What! apply the gag’) Yes, apply the gag; and, 
under such circumstances, they should have his 
vote to impose the gag. If they lost one bill, he 
entrea'ed them not to abandon the country, bat try 
another; and try, end try again, until they suc- 
ceeded in obtaining one. He was grieved to hear 
such language as he yesterday heard from the 
chairman of the Cowmmitiee of Ways and Means, 
by which he was satisfied that no further attempt 
was to be made. He hoped that gentleman [Mr. 
Fittmore}] would not tear the laurels from his 
brow which he bad already gained, by pursuing 
such a course; for such would be the result, for the 
fault would be his. 

Mr. WISE next addressed the committee n re- 
ply to Mr. Fittmore. In the course of his re- 
marks, he said that it was distinctly announced by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Unperwocp] 
at the extra session, that the manufacturing inter- 
est was not to have protection alone, withouta 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands. 
He did not then apprehend that this warning, or 
threat, of his friend from Kentucky had so extensive 
a meaning ashe had since found it. It now seemed 
that not only the pecuniary interests of the manu- 
faciurers, real or imaginary, were to be sacrificed, 
while this sine qua non of one man was persisted in; 
but the solid stone foundations of the Government 
were to be shattered. Not only manufactures, but 
the navy, was to be sacrificed; and the fortifications 
left to decay, rather than give up the principle 
of distribution. If there was one term more than 
ano’her that had a powerful effect in the last Pres- 
idential contest, it was the term ‘“‘destructives,” as 
applied by one party to the other. The Locofocos 
were denounced throughout the campaign as de. 
structives; and he thought they were so, in some of 
their dectrines; but he must say, before God, that 
their destructiveness was nothing in comparison to 
whathe had heard avowed on thai floor. Had it 
come to this, that the people of the United States 
were to wait, and starve (as had been said by the 
gentleman from New Yoik) until another Con- 
gf¥ss was elected? 


The gentleman from Maine had given notice 
that the naval sapplies were to be voted down, 
unless the distribution principle should be carried 
into effect; that the fortifications were to be left to 
dilapidation and decay; that the manufactories 
were to be left with silent and still spindles; that 
the Government was to be left dishonored and dis- 
grace’—and a!! for the sake of one man’s hobby, 
and thai a mere political hobby. This was what 
he caijled destructiveness, with a vengeance; and 
worse than any destructiveness ever attributed to 
the Leeofocos. The gentleman from New York 
said that he wanted to separate distribution from 
the tariff; and why did he not do it in 1841? 
Was it the President who desired to repeal their 
work? or was it their desire to repeal the act of 
18413 You yourselves (said Mr. W.) desire to 
repeal your own act, in order that taxation— 
burdensome taxation—may go on, while you 
squander the proceeds of the public lands; and 
yet you say that you wanted t»# separate taxation 
from distribution. The people could not believe 
this contradiction. ‘The President has merely said, 
Abide by your own measure. He merely said 


that, so far as he was called on to act, he, in his 
department, will abide by the act he has approved 
of. That act was the offspring of your own brain; 
you fixed the limitation by which distribution was 
to cease, when the tariff rose above 20 per cent ; 
and he, having sanctioned it, now says that he wil] 
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abide by it. Mr. W., after some further remarks, 
said that there never was a more favorable mo- 
ment, (so far as the South was concerned,) than the 
present, for giving ample protection to manufac- 
tures. No one believed that a less revenue than 
from twenty to twenty-seven millions would be re- 
quired; ani duties must be laid to provide that 
amount, which could hardly be done without giv- 
ing abundant protection 'o manufactures. Give 
him a tariff bill to-day, and he could adjust the du- 
ties So as to be satisfactory both to the North and 
the South. He would not debate the question of 
protection: it Was not necessary thai !.e should do 
so, for every anti tariff nan admitted that revenue 
enough must be raised to give all the protection 
that the manufacturers want. What, then, were 
they disputing aboui?: He would answer that ques 
tion. It wasamere political game that certain 
gentlemen were ploying, for the purpose of making 
a President. It was rot a business question—it 
was not one that looked to the interesis of 
the people; but it was a question which looked 
io the interests of one man in reference to the 
Presidency. The friends of that man had dis- 
covered that, if they could leave this tariff question 
open at the end of the session, and throw the 
responsibility on the Administration, it would 
turn out for their benefit. They knew that, in 
three large Siates of the Unioan—New York, Penn- 
sylvania, and Ohio—the tariff interest was in- 
creasing; and they imagined that, if they could only 
convince these States that Elenry Clay was the 
friend of a protective tariff, and that a protective 
tariff had been defeated by John Tyler, it would 
make fur the fermer many friends, who other- 
wise never would go for him. Gentlemen, how- 
ever, would find themselves mistaken, when they 
went home to their constituents. The people 
would say to them, We care nothing about distri- 
bution—all we want is such a tariff as will give us 
protection, while it provides for the support of the 
Government; and if you could not get it without 
giviog up your favorite scheme of distribution, it 
was your duty to give il up. 

After some further remarks from Mr. W., 

The question was taken cn Mr. Granam’s mo- 
tion that the committee repori the bill to the House, 
with a recommendation that it be rejected; and 
cairied in the afirmative—ayes 68, noes 54. 

On motion by Mr. GRAHAM, the committee 
then rose, and reported the bill accordingly. 

Mr. FILLMORE—after reading a statement 
from the Engioeer Department, showing the amount 
of the unexpended balance of former appropria- 
tions on han¢d—-said that the best course would be to 
order the bill to be engrossed and laid on the table, 
till they saw whe'her they could provide the ways 
and means to meet the appropriations contained 
in it; and on the question of engrossment, he 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. BLACK moved to !ay the bill on the table; 
which motion was rejected. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered; and, being taken, re- 
sulted in yeas 95, nays 65. So the bill was order- 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill having been read a third time— 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to lay it on the table; 
which motion was adopted—yeas ]02, nays 54. 

YEAS—Messrs. Landai?W. Andrews, Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Appleton, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, Black, Blair, Boardman, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Wm. Butler, Green 
W. Caldwell, Calhoun, T. J. Campbell, Casey, J. C. Clark, 
Coles James Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett Da- 
vis, Dean, Everett, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas 
Yl’. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick 
G. Goode, Graham, Green. Habersham, [alsted, Hays, Houck, 
Howard, Hubard, Cave Johnson, Keim, John P Kennedy, 
King, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Abraham McClellan, McKay, Mar- 
chand, Samson Mason, Mathioi, Matthews, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Owsley, 
Payne, Pearce, Pendieton, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, 
Alexander Randall, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rogers, James 
M. Russell, Saunders, Wim. Smith, Sovder, Sollers, Star ly, 
Stratton, Alexander HE HH. stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers 
Sumier, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, R chard 
W. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Un ‘erwood, Warren, Wat 
teraon, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, James W. Wil 
liams, Christopher H. Williams—!(, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherion, Barnard, 
Rirdseye. Borden, Brewster, Charles Brown, Burke, Burnell 
Wm. VO. Butler, Clifford, Clinton, Cransion, Cross, Cushing, 
Richard JD. Davis, Dawson, Doig, Egbert, Jolin G. Floyd, 
Goréon, Granger, Harris, Hopkins, Willam W. Irvin, Jobn 
W. Jones, Robert McClellan, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Medill, 
Miller, Osborne, Parmenter, Proffit, Ridgway, Riggs, Roose. 


velit, Wm. Russell, Sanford, Shaw, Slade, Steenrod, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Tomlinson, ‘Trumbull. Van Buren, Washington, 
be i Thos. W. Williams, Wise, Wood, and Augustus Young 
“a. 

Mr. ARNOLD move! that the House resolve 
itself! into Commitee of the Whole, for the pur- 
pose of taking up the pay and mileage biil. 

Mr. PROFFIY moved that the House adjourn: 
rejcc'ed—ayes 61), noes 63. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a reconsideration of 
the vote just taken on h's motioa by which the 
tort fication bill was laid on the table; and desired 
the motion to be eniered. This motion (he ob- 
served) was to bring the bill witbin the control of 
the Howe. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 


Saturpay, August 13, 1842. 

Mr. WRIGHT presenied a petition from citi- 
zens of Vermont, praying that Congress will levy 
a specific duly on all descriptions of foreign woo}, 
and higher than is provided for ig the bill lately 
passed by the House: referred to the Commitee on 
Manufactures. 

Mr. BATES, frcm the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports on House bills grantng a 
pension to Daniel Storey, for the relief of James 
Deatley, for the relief of Mary Ripley, and on the 
petiion of John B. Laiteville for an increase of 
pension; which wese ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. also, from the s-il committee, reported 
back, without amendment, and with a recommen- 
dation that it do pass, House bill entitled “An act 
for the increase cf the invalid pension of John 
Looney.” 

Mr. CALHOUN presented two petitions from 
citizens of Leon county, Florida, praying that that 
Territory may be admitted as a State inte the 
Union; and fora donation cf land for State pur- 
poses: referred to the Judiciary Committe. 

Engrossed bill supplementary to ‘An act to pro- 
vide for the adjus'ment of titles to land in the town 
of Detroit and Territory of Michigan, and for other 
purposes,” passed April 21, 1806, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

Engrossed bill entitled An act making compen- 
sation to pession agents, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Engrossed bill extiuled An act to establish a po- 
lice for the protection of public and private prop- 
erty in the cily of Washington, came up in order 
for a third reading; and, having been read the third 
time, and the question being, ‘‘Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. CALHOUN 1ose, and was uncerstood to say 
that this was the first attempt at combining the 
public proceedings with the proceedings of the mu- 
nicipal authorities of Washirgton. He believed 
such a union would, in the end, result injuriously. 
He had as kind feelings towards the city of Wash- 
ington as any Senaor could have; but he could 
not give his sanction to the bill. It was because 
he enteriained these kind feelings, (even if he had no 
other reasons,) that he did not wish to see sacha 
union. He believed it would, in the end, make 
the corporation atterly worthless. He therefore 
demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The question was then pat; and the bill was 
passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messers. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Conrad, 
Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton. Evans, Graham, Hendeison, Kerr, 
Miller, Morehead, Pheips, Preston, Simmons, =mith of Indiana, 
Talimacige, White, and Woodbridge—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, 


King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith ef Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—15. 


On motion ot Air. BAY2 RD, the title of the bill 
was amended to read Aa act to establish an aux- 
ihary watch, for the purpose cf protecting the pub- 
lic and private property in the city of Warhing- 
ton. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a petition from four 
persons emy loyed about the Executive Dey ariments 
praying tha: the provisien in ihe contingent appro- 
piiation bill, reducing their sa'ary from $500 to 
$300, may be srickeu ou', as they ceuld not jive 
on the smal! amount io which it kad been reduced: 
ordered to le on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili 
ter, Affairs, to which had been referred the bri! 
providing forthe payment of the Florida militia 


| 





called into service in the years 1839 and 1840, re- 
ported the same back with an amendment; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

The bill for the extension of the provisions of 
the pension Jaws was taken up as in commitiee of 
the whole, and read as follows: 


A BILL to «mend the acts of July, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
six, and eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, allowing pensions 
Lo certain widows. 

Beit enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United Siates of America in Congress asseme- 
bled, That the marriage of the widow, after the death of her 
husband, for whose services she claims a pension under the act 
ef the seventh of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, shall ba 
no bar to the claim of such widow to the benefit of that act, 
she being a widow atthe time she makes application for a 
pension. 

Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That the widows of such 
Officers and soldiers as have died since the passage of the acta 
of the fourth of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, and of 
the seventh of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, and the 
widows of such as shall hereafter die, shall be entiled to pen- 
sions under those acts, respectively; they being otherwise en< 
tiled thereto, and widuws at the time application for a pension 
is made. 

A discussion was had on the provisions of this 
bill. Mr. BATES explained and defended it; and 
Messrs. PHELPS and GRAHAM took exception 
to the second section particularly, which, they be- 
lieved, wou'd greatly extend the present pension 
system. 

Messrs. WRIGHT and CALHOUN opposed 
the bill generally, arguirg that it would extend the 
pension system beyond anything yet known; that it 
went farther even than the Government was willing 
to go when the other pension bills passed, and 
when the treasury was overflowing with money; 
that it would cause to be placed on the pension roll 
all widows of revolutionary soldiers, withont re- 
gard to the ume of marriage, or to the fact of sec- 
ond marriage; and entitled such as had received 
five years’ pension under the law of 1838, to pen- 
sions, commencing from the period fixed in that 
act, regardless of the amount which they had al- 
ready received; that it would take an immense 
amount of money out of the public treasury, which 
the condition of the fi.cal affairs of the Govern- 
ment would rot justify. They maintained that it 
was time to put a stop to the pension system, rather 
than to extend it. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to amend the second sec- 
tion, by adding the following, so as to prevent the 
reception of double pensions in any case, viz: 


Provided, That any amount of pension which may have 
been allowed to the husband. for any period subse quent to the 
4th of March, 1836, shall be deducted from the pension allowed 
hereby. 

Mr. BATES contended that the second section 
would not have the effect to alluw a double pen- 
sion. 

Messrs. WRIGHT and PHELPS maintained 
that it would have thateffect. 

The question was then taken on the proviso, and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to strike out the second 
section, as amended; and 

Mr. WRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

After a few further remarks by Messrs. WRIGHT 
and CALHOUN, against the bill— 

Mr. BUCHANAN said it would not be denied 
but that he carried cut, in practice, his principles 
of retrenchment and reform as uniferm!y as any 
other member ¢f the Senate. He had always been 
disposed, notwithstanding, to make an exception im 
favor of the widows cf revolutionary officers and 
seldiers. tie wished the S.nate distinctly to un- 
derstand that this bill did not propose to extend the 
benefi's ef the act of July, 1838, to those widows 
who bad alreedy received pensions for five years, 
undrrits provisions. The Committee on Pensions 
had reported ¢gainst any such extension, and we 
were compe!'ed to submit. For his own part, what- 
ever might have been said onzinally agaiusi the 
propriety «f that law, upon the ground that these 
widows weie not mairied till after the c'o-e of the 
revolutionary war, he would now cheerfully vote 
to extend its provisions. The objects of your 
bounty were older and more helplers now, than they 
had teen when you first granted it, and, afier bav- 
ing enjoyed ii for five years, would now ‘e:| the 
wentot it mere sensibly than if they never had 
erjoyed ttatail. But that was, at present, o.t of 
tie question. 
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What, then, were the provisions of the present 
bill? it had been decided at the department that 
a widow, in ail other respecis entitled to the bene- 
fits of the act of 1&38, should be deprived of her 
pension if she had married again after the death 
of the revolutionary officer or soldier to whom she 
was previously married. The question then was, 
whether, by any just construction of this act,a 
second marriage ought to have deprived her of its 
benefits? The late Senator from Vermont, [Mr. 
Prentiss, |—who was now adorning a judicial sta- 
tion, and would adorn any public stauon in which 
he might be placed—had made a long and able re- 
port, contesting the construction of the department; 
and had proved conclusively thathe was right, and 
they were wrong. The Senate had already adopied 
the principles of this report in two special cases; 
and had decided that, under such circumstances, a 
second marriage ought not to deprive the widow of 
her pension. The first section of this bill merely 
made this construction applicable to ali cases under 
Similar circumstances. 


What was its second section? The act of the 4:h 
of July, 1836, gave pensions for life to such widuws 
of revolutionary officer and soldiers as were their 
wives during the revolutionary war. It was deem- 
ed just by Congress to grant such pensions to those 
who had remained at home, taking care of the tam- 
ily, and providing for its subsistence whilst their 
husbands were in actual service defending the 
country. In their sphere, they had suffered as many 
privations and hardships as their husbands. What- 
ever might be said in regard to the widows pen- 
sioned under the act of 1838, the pensions to these 
truly revolutionary widows had met the entire ap- 
probation of the country. He presumed no Sena- 
tor could possibly feel any hostility to these pen- 
sions. But, under the construction (and he believed 
the correct construction) of the act of July, 1836, if 
the revolutionary officer or soldier had been fortu- 
nate enough to survive the date of its passage, and 
had lived till after the 4th of July in that year, his 
widow was deprived of her pension, Was there 
any good reason for this distinction? A lady who 
had lived with her husband from the year 1783 
until his death, if he died before the 4th of July, 
1836, was entitied to a pension; but, if he died afier 
that day, she was excluded. This distinction was 
founded neither in justice nor reason The second 
section of the bill abolished it, and gave to the revo- 
lutionary widow: the same pension—no mattr 
whether her husband had survived ihe 4'h of July, 
1836, or not. It was objecied that this extensicn 
would be aserious burden tothe treasury. Bu', 
was this possible? Such widows must have been 
married during the revolutionary war. Take the 
year 1783, as the jatest period when they could 
bave been marriec; and supposing them to have 
been then twenty-one years of age, the youngest 
of them must now have atiained the age of eighty. 
There could now be but few survivors, and these 
were all tottering on the brink of the grave. The 
expenditure, then, could not be great to grant them 
the same peusions as though their husbands had 
died before the 4th ot July, 1836. Bat, even it 
this were not the case, the distinction was arbitrary, 
unjust, and cruel, and ought to be abolished. ‘L'ne 
second section of the present bill would accomplish 
this purpose. It would also accomplish another. 
It would bestow the benefits of the act of July, 
1838, on those widows whose husbands had 
died after the daie of its passage; in the same 
manner that it bad already been bestowed on 
widows whose husbands had dicd befwre the pa-- 
sage of the act. The pensions under this act were 
but for five years. This distinction wa: clearly 
unjust, and could not be sustained. It was estab- 
lisned not upon the justice of the case—not upon 
the merits and claims of the wiiow of the revuiu- 
tionary officer or soldier—but upon the mere arbi- 
trary fact of whether their husbande had died be- 
fore or after a pariicular day. The sccozd section 
of the bill would correct this absurdity. 

He should vote for the pas-age of this bill with 
very great pleasure. Whilst he had sternly op- 
posed the addition of ninety thousand dollars per 
anoum to the pay of the pursers in the navy, aad 
ail unnecessary addition to the number of the 
officers of the marine corps, he could not find it in 
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hus heart to refuse th.s relief to these feeble relics 
of the revolutionary age, now on the brink of life, 
and most of them in indigent circumstarces. He 
would smooth their path to the grave, by ail the 
means within his power. 

The question was then taken on striking out the 
second section, and resulted in the aftirmative— 
yeas 22, nays 15, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dayton, Fulton, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Kerr, King, McRobetts, Mangum, S.urgeon, 
Tappan, Williams, Wright, and Young—22, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Buchanan, Evans, Huntington, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith ot Indiana, 
Tallmadge, White, Wilcox, Woodbridge, and Woodbury—15, 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and the 
amendment adopted by the committee was con- 
curred in; and the question being, Shall the amend- 
ment be engrossed, aud the bill read a third time? 

Mr. CALHOUN, believing the bill weuld greatly 
extend the p:nsion system, demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordeied; and ihe question being 
pul, it was carried in the aflirmative—yeas 24, 
najs 14, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 


Tallmadge, White, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbridge, and Wood. 
bury—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Crafts, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Henderson, King, McRoberts, Mangum, Sunrgeon, Tap- 


pan, Wright, and Young—i4. 
THE CONTINGENT APPROPRIATION BILL 

Mr. EVANS moved the postponement of ail 
other business, for ihe purpose of takiag up the 
contingent appropriation bill; which was agreed 
to; and the bill further providing for appropriations 
to defray the expenses of Congress, and for other 
purposes, was laken up as in committee of the 
whole, and, with the amendments reported by the 
Comuiittee on Finance, read. 

The first three amendments were merely verbal 
corrections. The next amendment was to the lst 
section, authorizing additional elerks to be employ- 
ed in the departments, where three are a!lotted for 
the office of the Sclicitor of the Treasury at $1,100 
each, to add “and one law clerk at $1,500.” 

Mr. WRIGHT asked how it happeved that four 
new clerks were required for that office? 

Mr. EVANS said this was no addition; it was 
only legalizing the addition heretofore made, but 
differently paid. 

Mr. WOODBURY pointed cut the difference 
now created. Heretofore, ihe additional or super- 
numerary clerks were only aijlowed $1,000 each; 
this appropriation gives three of them $1,150 each, 
and the fourth $1 500. 

Mr. EVANS did nt know what had been the 
salaries. The office of jaw cle-k was required to 
be filled by a good iawyer ; the remuneration was 
very moderate. 

ibe amendment was a‘opted. 

Eight other amendmen's 
explaized and adopted. 

The 13th amendment was to apprepriate $1,000 
for purchasing and pre) aring indices to the manu- 
ript papers of the Cougress of the Confederation, 
and to the Washington papers, deposiied in ihe 
Depariment cf State. 

Mr. EVANS explained that the proposed indices 
would greatly faci tate the scrutiny into ali claims 
founded on the transactions of that period, and 
would be a key to a vast deal of useful and neces- 
cary information. 

Mr. WOODBURY said if the indices of the jour- 
nals of the Contederation, and of the Washington 
Papers, had pot been pub'i-hed already, there 
might be some propriety ti tois proposition. But 
it looked too much lke a job, to get payment for 
the index made by the gentleman who published 

he Washington paper Congress had already 
contributed $25,000. He d:d not like to see in the 
pabhe papers prohibiliens or ipjuncuons aga rst re- 
publi: hing those origina! papers, as it the publisher 
i the Life of Wasbing'on had anexclusive right to 
tyem. 

Mr. EVANS meniicned the voluminous nature 
ef the documents, not included in anything pub- 
hed. It was of the utmo:t consequence thata 
correet index of those documeats should be pie- 
pared. 

Mr. PHELPS made a few remarks; after which, 
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Mr. EVANS requested a letter from the chair- 
man of Revolutionary Claims in the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the Secretary of State might be 
read. 

The letier was read accordingly. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON considered this letter a 
strong evidence of the necessi'y for the index. It 
appeared to him to be conclusive that nothing 
could be more econcemical; it would save thousands 
of dollars, by the facility it would give to the scru- 
tiny of claims on Congress. 

Mr. PHELPS did not concur in these views. 

Tne amendment was, however, adopted. 

The next was to increase ‘$100 for labor,” in 
the Navy Department, to $350.” 

Mr. EVANS explained the necessity for this 
amendment, and it was adopied. 

The next was, in the appropriations for the 
Treasury Department, to increase the sum of 
**$1.500, for extra clerk-hire, to “ $3,000.” 

Mr. EVANS, in explanation, banded in a letter 
from the cepariment, which was read. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that he had po- 
ticed, in the 5ib section of the bill, an additional 
clerk allowed to the Secretary of the Treasury, at 
$1,800 salary. He thought that was going far 
enough at the present time. It would be best, he 
believed, 10 postpone this other addititional clerk 
at $1,500 till better times. 

Vir. EVANS explained that those clerks were 
required tor different purposes. 


Mr. WOODBURY observed that, heretofore, 
there had been a necessity for an extra clerk at 
$1,500 salary; but of late he bad understood, from a 
source which left no doubt en his mind of the fact, 
that an additional duty had grown up within the 
last two years, which required three additional 
clerks: that duty was the registering and answer- 
ing of applications for Cffice. 


Mr. EVANS explained that great increase of 
business had grown up, partly from the increased 
business of Congress, dependent on information to 
be furnished trom the department. 

Afier a few remarks from Messrs. CRITTEN- 
DEN aud WOODBURY, 

The amendment was rejected. 

The next was to insert ‘$100 for sealing ships’ 
registers;” which was agreed to. 

The next was to raise the sum appropriated for 
the office of the Surveyor General of Arkansas 
from $1,060 to $2,000—being an increase of the 
Surveyor Generai’s salary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next was to increase the sum for blank 
books, binding, and stationary in the Auditor’s of- 
fice ef the Post Oifice Depariment, from $1,700 to 
$2,076 68. 

Thi: was adopted. 

The next was to add after the foregoing, “for 
printing blanks, $811 50;” and several small 
ameniments. All of which were agreed to. 

The next wasin the appropriaticn for the Post 
Office Department, in which various changes in 
amounts were proposed; the most material was to 
increase the sem “fer extra clerk hire,” from 
“$5007? to “g3 000.” 

Mr. EVANS explained the necessity for these 
amendments. 

‘ney were adopted. 

The ext was for coinage expenses at the mint 
at Dahlonega, to raise ‘he sum appropriated, from 
5600 10 $900; which was adopted. 

The next was to strike out $19,625 20 for warm- 
iog and ventilating 29 :oums aed 4 corridors in the 
basement of the Treasury building, and preparing 
them for oceupation, according to the plan, and 
upon the terms prop sed to the Commis.ioner of 
Pablic Buildiags, by John Skerving. 

Mr. EVANS explained that, since the committee 
had repored this amendment, he had learned that 
Inese rooms were now almost useless, in conse- 
quence of being dark and dam), and that this gen- 
ilemen undertekes to rectify their defects. His 
; lan hed been tried somewhere else, and proved suc- 
cessful. More roems are wanted; and the ques- 


lion was, whether the experiment should be tried. 
ide was not very tenacious whether the amendment 
should be adopted or not. 
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Mr. KING thought the best way was to adopt 
the amendment. 

Mr. WOODBURY did not know whether the-e 
rooms were wanied now, or nol; but some rooms 
in the southern wing are occupied, and are as com- 
fortable as the rooms in any of the public build- 
ings. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The next was an amendment to insert several 
new appropriations, which, for convenience of 
reference, are numbered as follows: 

Ist. “For alterations and cepairs and fixtures of 
the north wing of the Capitol, $1,853 40;” which 
was adopted. 

2d. “For purchase of ground adjoining the 
General Post Office, extending northerly to F street, 

and between 7th and Sth streets, $52,000. 

Mr. EVANS explained how very disagreeable 
it was to the officers of the Post Office Department 
to have the rear of the building crowded up with 
back yards, sheds, stables, &c. 

Mr. SEVIER could not vote for the proposition 
upon such slender grounds as that it was neces- 
sary for the comfort of the officers. He would 
rather see the $52,000 applied to the establishment 
of two new post-routes in Arkansas. 

Mr. CALHOUN thought it would be right, in 
such times as the present, to postpone this propo- 
sition. 


Mr. KING thought it was a pity that such a 
beautiful building should be ob:»cured by surround. 
ing sheds; and if the means could be spared, he 
would be in favor of the purchase ot this prop- 
erty. 


Mr. ARCHER said, the depression of the times 
was favorable to the purchase for the public. 

Mr. EVANS explained that the Postmaster 
General had fixed the prices he would offer; anu 
the owners of the lots might sign their names to 
any offer they approved of—the Postmaster Gen- 
eral not binding himself to take any he did not 
want, 

Mr. ARCHER pointed out the danger to both 
the Post Office and Patent Office in case of fire; 
and how necessary it was to have them detached 
from all adjoining buildings. 

Mr. KERR said it was the opinion of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings that the entire 
square ought to be purchased. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked if the money was to be 
paid out of the Post Office fund? 

Mr. WOODBURY said, no; it was out of the 
treasury. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then I wish to change 
my vote from the affirmative to the negative. 

There was then a fresh ccunt on the vote; and 
it stood—ayes 17, noes 12. 

3d. ‘$1,000 for expenses attending the negotia- 
tion of a treaty with the Wyandot Indians of 
Ohio;” which was adopted. 

4th. “To make good the interest on investments 
in State stocks and bonds for Indian tribes not 
yet paid by the States, to be reimbursed out of the 
interest when collected, $15,600 92.” 

Mr. EVANS cxpliained the necessity of this ap- 
propriation. 

It was edopted, 

5th. “For compensation to a clerk in the ofi.ce 
of superintendent of Indian affairs at St. Louis, 
authorized by a previous section of this act, 
$1,200.” 

It was adopted. 

6th. “For compensation to two commissioners 
to examine claims under the treaty with the Cher- 
okees of 1885, and p.y of a secretary, and pro- 
visiens for Iadians during the session of the board, 
and for contingent expenses, $13,500 ; and for 
arrearages of the late board of commissioners un- 
der same treaty, $1,558.” 

Mr. SEVIER mived an amendment, to include 
$1,750 50, for arrcarages of a contract to John 
Dijlon of Arkansas. 

Mc. EVANS was sorry the Senator offered this 
as an amendmeit. It was a suitable thing to go 
before the Committee of Claims, as it required in. 
vestigation. He entered into details on the sub- 
ject. 











Mr. SEVIER further advocated his amendment; 
but it was negatived. 

Mr. SEVIER then moved arrconsideration of 
the vote giving $1,000 for expenses attending the 
negotiation of a treaty with the Wyandot Indians 
of Ohio, in addition to former appropriations. 

After some explanation from Mr. EVANS, 

Mr. SEVIER «withdrew his motion io reconsider, 
with a view of offering hisamendment wi'h respect 
to Jobn Dillou’s case, in another. 


Tae CHAIR said that, while the Senator was 
preparing his amendment, the Senate would pass 
to the next additional appropriation, which was— 

7th. **For expenses and advances connected with 
the negotiation and conclusion of the treaty of July 
31, 1841, with the Sioux Indians, or certain bands 
of the same, the sum of $15,000, er so much there- 
of as may be necessary, upon audi'ing and settling 
the accounts by the proper accounting officers of 
the Treasury Department.” 

Mr. CALHOUN called for some explanation. 

Mr. EVANS siated that the treaty had not yet 
been ratified; and although there was a little irregu- 
larity, there was a necessity which rendered this 
mode of making the appropriation unavoidable. 

Mr. KING thought it very improper to sanction 
expenditures made without authority, pending the 
negotiation of treaties, 

Mr. EVANS pointed out circumstances which 
he conceived rendered this course excusable. 


Mr. SEVIER explained the particulars of this 
case, of which he happened to have some know}- 
edge. He insisted that, in this instance, all that 
had been appropriated for this treaty in advance, 
had been absorbed; and now a sertof arrearage was 
created, 10 make a claim for $15,000. He depre- 
cated the faver shown to some claims, and _ the in- 
justice to others. 


Mr. BENTON thought this item ought to be. 


passed over infcrmally, that the Senate might go 
into execulive session. 


Mr. EVANS explained that it was his desire to 
goon with the amendments—there was but one 
more; and then the bill might be reported back to 
the Senate, and stand over tll Tuesday. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. SEVIER now offered his amendment in a 
more general form. 

Mr. MOREHEAD suggested the propriety of 
letting the amendment lie over ull an opportunity 
would offer of proposing it in the Senate. 

Mr. SEVIER did not see how this appropria- 
tion could be refused, in the precise words of the 
other amendments. He called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

The question on Mr. Sevier’s amendment was 
then taken, and resnited in the negative—yeas 16, 
nays 20. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to strike out the last lines 
of the amendment. 

The question being taken— 

The CHAIR said, ‘The noes have it.” 

Mr. SEVIER. Of course. 

@ The rext was: 

8. “ For compensation to two clerks, authorized 
by the Secretary of War in the office of the Com- 
missione: of Indian Affairs, by joint resolution, ap- 
proved May 20, 1842, in addition to former appro- 
priations, $1,500.” 

Which was adopted. 

All the amendments proposed by the committee 
having been gone throngh— 

Mr. EVANS said he had an additional amend- 
ment to offer. 

I: was an inerease of pay to the superintendent 
of the Freeasury building, from $250 to $500. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Aaciher amcndment—being cne of explanation 
—was also adopted. 

Iiir, WALKER moved en amendment to re- 
appr: priate $19 910, an unexpended portion of the 
sum of $30,000 heretofore appropriated for the re- 
moval cf the Choctaw Indians from the State of 
Mississipp:. rte explained that, by the act of 1836, 
the sum of $30,000 was appropriated for the re- 
moval of the Choctaw Indians from the State of 
Mississippi. Of this sum $10,090 was expended, 
leaving $19,910 to be still applied to that object. 


As he un‘erstood the law at present, the money 
must be re-appropriated. 

Mr. EVANS did not knew the facts of the case; 
but, if adopted, it might come in after the Indian 
appropriations. 

it was so placed and adopted, 

Mr. WOODBURY pointed out that the new clerk 
allowed in th= ‘Treasury Departmen’, by this bill, 
at a salary of $1,600, was placed over the heads of 
men who had served faithfully, at smaller salaries, 
for many years. They had only $1,400. Instead 
of a new and really junior clerk being put over 
their heads at $1,600 salary, he ought to be rated 
under them, at $1,200. He moved, therefore, to 
change the figure 6 into the figure 2; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to add to the $1,000 ap- 
propriated for the public gardener, $200, making 
the salary, as heretofore, $1,200. 

This was adopted. 

The bill being ready to report to the Senate, 

Mr. SEVIER called for the petition he had 
handed in this morning from the watchmen of the 
public buildings. 

It was read. 

He then moved to change the allowance for the 
watchmen at the Navy and War Depariments, 
from $365 to $500, their usual compensation; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. KERR wished to have some understanding 
as to the fulure amendment of the bill. He un- 
derstood the bill would be epen to amendment 
after it was reported back to the Senate. He had 
several amendments to propose on the part of the 
Committee of Public Buildings. Two of them he 
would ask to be now considered. 

They were appropriations of $500 each, for two 
men who had received injuries for life, by accidents 
at the public buildings. 

Mr. CALHOUN pointed out the result of be- 
ginning this system of pensioning persons employ- 
ed in the civil service. 

Mr. WILLIAMS pointed out much stronger 
analogous cases; such as that presented to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, of the mechanic at 
the navy yard, who lost his life by the bursting of 
a shell. If the present case was considered, he 
should feel it to be his duty to call attention to 
that he had mentioned. 

Mr. EVANS made a few remarks in favor of 
the proposition. 

Mr. KERR further advocated his amendments. 

Mr. HENDERSON called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted in the 
affi: mative—yeas 20, nays 13. 

The bi.l was then reported back to the Senate; 
and the question being on concurring in the amend® 
ments pending, it was laid over till Monday. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the bill providing for 
the payment of certain horses lost in the service 
of the United States, (which had been returned 
from the House of Representatives with an 
amendment,) was taken up, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

On motion ot Mr. PRESTON, the bill to provide 
for the payment of the Fiorida m litia called into 
service in the years 1839 and 1840, was taken up 
as in commitiee of the whole, on an amendment 
from the Committeeon Military Affairs. The 
amend ment having been agreed to, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be read a third 
time. 

Several House bills were taken up, read twice, 
and appropriately referred. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Sarurpay, August 13, 1842. 

Mr HUNTER presenied the foliowing proceed- 
irgs of an antitariff meeting held in Caroline 
county, Virginia, which were laid on the table: 

At a meeting of a portion of the citizens of 
Caroline county, he'd at Bewling Green, acree- 
ably to notice, on the 8'h of August, 1842, Francis 
W. Scoit was called to .he chair, and George Fi'z- 
hugh appointed secretary. 

The object of the meeting was succinctly stated 
by the chairman; and thereupon, on motion of 
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Doctor Benjamin F. Tatiaf.rrc, the chairman ap- 
pointed a committee to draught a suitabie preamble 
and resolutions, consisting of the followiag per- 
sons, to wil: Benjamin F. Taliaferro, Col. John 
Washington, Col. Archibald Samuei, Daniel De- 
jarnette, Albert Fiippo, John Taylor, jr., John 
Todd, Washington Buckner, and Madison H. 
Jones. On moion, the chairman and secretary 
were added to the committee. After 2 short retire- 
ment, the committee reported the following pream- 
ble and resolutions; which were unanimously adopt- 
ed by the meeting: 

The unexampled pecuniary difficulties which 
now oppress the people individually, all moneved 
corporations, and our Governments, State and Fed- 
eral, have not been brought on by war, pestilence, 
or famine, but are owing solely to unwise ani in- 
considerate legisiation. Our rulers, for many 
years past, have been seeking to increase national 
and individual wealth, not by setting the example 
of rigid economy and industry, but by contracting 
loans and granting chariers, and other exclusive 
privileges; thus vainly endeavoring to make Law 
supply the place of tapor. The spirit of specula- 
tion thereby engendered has been rife in the land. 
Too many men have been seeking, by some shorter 
process than industry and frugality, to acquire 
wealth. Idleness, under this visionary excitement, 
prevailed to such an extent, that for several years 
our country did not raise breadstuffs sufficient tor 
home consumption. We are now tasting the bit- 
ier fruits of this spirit of speculation—this idle- 
ness—this profane attempt to get rich by our wits, 
instead of by hard work and close economy. We 
feel now, in its full force, that the destiny of man 
has ever been, and ever will be, to ‘‘ earn his 
bread by the sweat of his brow.” 

In this crisis, the conduct of the people, and 
that of their rulers in Congress, presents a singular 
contrast. The people everywhere, as with one 
consent, are wisely and viituously endeavoring to 
retrieve their difficulties, by practising temperance, 
industry, and frugality. That such is their con- 
duct, we know, not only trom our own observa- 
tions, but from the accounts which the public press 
bring to us from every quarter of the Union. Their 
rulers in Congress, on the cther hand. deaf to the 
lessons of past bitter experience, are still profanely 
and wickedly persevering in that very system of 
legislation which induced our present embarrass- 
ments—squandering the public domain, contract- 
ing a heavy national debt, chartering banks, in- 
creasing taxation, and granting exclusive privileges 
to the few, at the expense of the many. They siill 
attempt to foster the delusive expectation that they 
could, if not thwarted By the President, enact laws 
that would pay everydody’s:debts, and make eve- 
rybody prosperous—for such is the meaning of 
their promises of relief to the people, if these prom- 
ises have any meaning at all. But when these 
laws are proposed, we always find that their efiect 
would be ‘o impose heavier burdens of taxation on 
the farmer and laborer, in order to relieve ihe em- 
barrassments or increase the wealth of banks, 
stockjobbers, manufacturers, and other favorites of 
Congress. ‘They would Jay heavier taxes on every 
article of dress which the farmer wears—on his 
salt, his tea, his sugar, his coffee, his iron, on 
every uiensil in his kitchen, the furniiure ot 
his bouse, and on the implements of his farm, 
and have him to believe that they were re- 
lievirng his pecuniary distress thereby. And, 
whilst they imposed their heavy taxes, not on- 
ly to support a spendthnft Governmen', bu 
aiso 10 support the wealthy sugar-pianters, the 
lordly owners of salt-works and ot irou-mines, and 
the thousands of Northern © aauiac wers, they 
wou'd fain persuade him that he would be qaite a» 
much benefited by pay ng these heavy taxes a 
those wealthy gentry would be by ieceiving them 
As a portion of the people entitied to liberiy ani 
equal rigats withthe rest of our fellow-cilizens, we 
feel it to be our duty solemaly io protest agains 
this unjusi, wicked, aud partial legislation, whch 
wouid Jet us meve heavily, and increase ovr pccu 
piary «mbarrastmenis, in order to pay the debs, 
or enhance the profits, of our tellow-citizens livine 
in Other seciions, or followir z other occupations. 


Therefere, resolved, That the tariff act which hae just been 
passed by Congress, is decidedly disapproved of by us, be- 








Mr. FE-SENDEN moved to patit on it 
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Mr. TURNEY objected; when 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





cause it proposes | 
of the Government 


increase the taxes, not only for the support 
, but for the supportot the manufacturers and 
other favored interests to boot, 

2. Resolved, That we well know that Government cannot 
honestly aid us in paying our debts, except by lessening the 
taxes; we therefore ask no aid of the Government. 

3. Resolved, That industry, frugality, and economy can 
alone create wealth, or relieve pecuniary distress; 
can practise these virtues without authority or protection from 
if oi! Congress 

1. Resolved, That Cor 
vate and prolong the difficulties of the mes, by fostering the 
vain and delusive hope that daw, and not dador, is the remedy 
for the present evils. 

5. Resolved, That a duty of 20 per cent., and the costs of iin- 
portation, are protection enouch to manutactures, 

6. Resolved, That an hereditary nobility does not more con- 
flict with liberty and equality of rights, thana privileged class, 
more numerous and rapacious, and less respectable, consisting 
of bankers, of owners of salt-works, iron-mines, and sugar-fields, 
and of manufacturers. 

7. Resolved, That 


ess is doing all In its power to aggra- 


before it isgenerous; and not giveaway the public lands ull it 


has paid its debts 
give them away. 

8. Resolved, That the veto power contained in the Federal 
Constituvon, is a wise and salutary check upon hasty or un- 
consututional legislation; and we warmly approve of its use by 
John Tyler, President of the United States. 

9. Resolved, That: 
Representative, the Hon. R. M. T 


In our Opinion, it cannot constituuonally 


pies of these proceedings be seat to our 


Hunter, and to the Hon 


Joho C. Calhoun, with the request that they lay them before 


Congress, as our solemn protest and petition against tie unjust 
and partial legislation of which we herein complain. 

10. Resolved, That copies be also sent to the editors of the 
Richmond Enquirer, Washington Globe, and Spectator, for pub- 
licauion 


And then, on motion, the meeting adjourned. 


FRANCIS W. SCOTT, Chairman. 
George Firznucn, Secretary. 


Mr. STUART of Virginia, from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, introduced a bill to regulate 


allowances for extra services 
ries of legation and consuls: which, after some re- 


rendered by secreta 


marks from Messrs. STUART, McKAY, and 
CAVE JOHNSON, was, on the motion of the lat- 


ter, referred to the Commitice of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 


On moiion by Mr. SUMMERS, the bill for the 
relief of William Willis, of Monroe county, Vir- 
ginia, was taken up, and carried through the differ- 


ent stages, and passed. 


Mr. WISE, from the Committee cn Naval Af- 


fairs, reported back to the House the following 


Senate bills, which had been referred to that com- 


miu'tee: 

The bill for the reo: 
partment. 

The bill to regulate the appointment and pay of 
enginecrs of the navy, with amendments. 


The bil! conceining professors of mathematics 


in the navy. 


The bill providing for the establishment of a 


school of irstruction for the navy. 


The bill to regulate en!istments in the army, na- 


vy, and marine curps. 
hich were severally read twice, and re- 


ferred to the Commit 
' 


, reg ! 
porsers anc 


t 
iWic 
Affatrs 


other officers o| havy, 


’ ’ 


Hhe bill for the relief cf Hezekiaa Cuanning- 
Liouse disagried to 


ham, wih amendments of th: 
by the Senate, was taben up. 


fr. HOPKINS explained the merits of the bil, 


and moved that the House 


Mepis; which moton was 
The bill from the Senate to regulate the navy 

was read twiee, and referred to the Com 

Naval Affar 

Tee bill forthe relict of Nathanioi Mitehcll was 


ta} . ’ > 
taken up; and, afer s 


agreed to. 


ration, 


huitiee on 


me narks 
me ren rk ’ 


j 
Mr. FESSENDEN moved to suspend the rules; 


which resultec—ayes 7J, noe 
ting. 

Mc. COWEN said there was certainly a quorum 
presen’; and sugessted a ca'l of the licnse 

Mr. BOWNE observed that the question was 
not generally uuterstoo!; and suggest d that the 
gectieman 
planation. 


Mr. FESSENDEN again explained the merits 


trom Maine should make another ex- 


and that we , 


Government should be just, at least, 


ganization of the Navy De- 


of ihe Whoie on the state 


iii from the Senate to regulate the pay of 
was read 
>» and referred to the Committee on Nava) 


recede from its amend- 


20: no quorum yo- 











of the bill; after which, the motion was carried, and 
the bill put upon its passage, and passed. 

The bill from the Senate, to extend the time with- 
in which certain railroad iron may be imported 
duty free, was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana moved to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill to contirm the sale of 
certain public lands in certain cases, and gavea 
brief explanation of the merits and objects of the 
bill. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. THOMPSON moved to suspend the rules, 
for the purrose of considering the bill; which mo- 
lion prevailing, 

The question was put on discharging the Com- 
mittee of the Whole trom its further consideration, 
aud carried. 

The bill then being before the House, and the 
question pending on its engrossment, 

Mr. CHAPMAN addressed the House for some 
‘ime in vindication of the bill, and against striking 
out the second section. So far from encouraging 
fraud, he contended that the operation of this bill 
would be to prevent it. 


Mr. MORGAN said there would be no objection 
to the passage of this bill, should the second sec- 
tien be stricken out. He inquired whether the 
previous question, if ordered, would have the ef- 
fect of cuiting off the motion to strike out the sec- 
ond seciion. 

Tse SPEAKER answered in the negative. The 
previous question would bring the House toa di- 
rect vole upon the motion. 

Mr. MORGAN then moved the previous ques- 
tion; but the House refused to sustain the call. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN opposed the motion to 
strike out the second section, and advocated the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. EVERETT opposed the bill. 

Mr. MOORE offered a verbal amendment, which 
was adopted. 

The question recurred upon the motion to strike 
out the second section of the bill; and resulted in 
the affirmative—-ayes 85, noes 46. 

Toe bill was then ordered to its engrossment, and 
read a third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. OWSLEY, a resolution was 
adopted cailiog upon the Secre'ary of the Treasury 
to state whether, in his opinion, a reduction could 
not be made in the number of clerks in the Gen- 
eral Land Office; and, if so, bow many? 


On motion of Mr. BARNARD, the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union were dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
from the Senate entitled An act supplementary to 
an act entitied “an act amending the judicial sys- 
tem of the United Sta’es.”” The bill was then read 
atiird ime, and passed, (the rules having been 
suspended, in order to get it up be’ore the House.) 

Mr. REYNO!.DS moved to discharge the Com- 
mitiee of the Waole from the further cousideration 
of the bill for the reliet of cer'ain surviving officers 
of the revolution, aad that ine same be made the 
order of the day for Monday next, at 3 o’clock. 
The motion was rejected. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN 
AFFAIRS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
report of the Commitiee on Indian Affairs upon 
tue refusal of the Seeretary of War to communi- 
cate information as to the frauds alieged to have 
been committed upon the Cherokee Indians, to- 
gether with the following concemnatory resolu- 
tions of the commitiee, and the amendment vffered 
therets: 





Resolved, That the House of Representatives has aright to 
demand from the Executive such information 28 may be in his 
possession, relating to subjects of the deliberations of the House, 
and within the sphere of its legitimate powers 

Resolved, That the rej orts and facts called for by the House 
of Representatives, by its resulution of the 18th ultimo, related 
to subjects of its deliberations, aod were within the sphere of 
its legiiimate powers, and should have been communicated. 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be communicated to this House “the several 
reports lately made to the Depariment”’ of War, by Lieutenant 
Colonel Hitchcock, relative to the affairs of the Cherokee In- 
diane, together with all information communicated by him con. 
cerning the frauds he was charged to investigate; aleo, all facts 
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in the possession of the Executive, “from any source, relating 
to the subject.” 


When the subject was last up, the previous 
question had been ordered. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 

This motion was decided in the negative—ayes 
61, noes 105. 

The yeas and hays were ordered on the ques- 
tion, “Shall the main question be now pu?” and 
resulted——yeas 96, nays 69. 

The House then amended the original resolution, 
by adding, on the motion of Mr. CARUTHERS, 
the words “or heads of depariments” to the first 
resolution, which set forth that the House of Rep- 
resentatives had the right to call upon the Execu- 
tive (and, as amended, “or heads of departments”’) 
for information, &c. 

The next amendment in order was one hereto- 
fore proposed by Mr. Everett, as a substitute for 
the series of resolu ions reported by the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, as follows: 

“Resolved, That the reasons assigned by the Secretary of 
War, in his letter of the Ist of June, for declining to comply 
with the resolution of this House of the I5th of May last, are 
not satisfactory to this House.” 

Mr. POPE called for the yeas and navs; ard 
they were ordered, and resulted—yeas 62, nays 
104. 


The question then recurred on the adoption of 


ua 


the resolutions. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. PROFFIT called for a division, so that the 
vole mizht be taken on each resolution separately. 

Mr. WISE rose when the question was put on 
the first resolution, which was declaratory of the 
rizht of the House to call upon the Executive and 
heads of departments for such information as was 
in their possession relating to a subject of the ce- 
liberation of tte House,—and asked to be excused 
from voting. He said, for the resolution, as an 
abstract proposition, unconnecied with anythivg 
else, he should chee:fully vote; he could not vote 
against il; and yet, if he voted for it, he should 
seem to casi a reflection in a case where no reflec- 
tion ougkt to be cast. 


The House excused him by a majority of 63 to 
59, 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN said he would withdraw 
the call for the yeas and nays on the first resolution, 
and Jet them apply to the subsequent resolutions. 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman could 
not withdraw the call, as the yeas and nays bad 
been ordered by the House. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired :f the question could be 
taken separately—first on the branch of the resolu- 
tion declaratory of the right of the House to call 
upon the Executive, and afterwards on the right io 
call upon the heads of departments. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative; the 
House having passed upon that question when it 
amended the resoluiion on the motion of the gen- 
teman from Tennessee [Mr. Canurners } 

‘The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the first resulution, and resulted in yeas 142, nays 
8, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, SherlockjJ. 
Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, Babcock, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Botts,;Boyd, Brewster, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, William B. Canip 
bell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chitten- 
den, John C. Clark, Clifford, Clinton, James Cooper, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett Davis, 
Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Doig, John Edwards, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, 
Gordon, Green, Gustine, Halsted, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 
Howard, Hubard, Hudson, Charles J. logersoll, Joseph R.In- 
gersoll, James Irvin, James, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, 
Keim, John P. Kennedy, King, Linn, Abraharn McClellan 
McKay, McKennan, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshall, samson Mason, Mathiot, Matthews, Mattocks, Mox 
well, Maynard, Medill, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Mer- 
row, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Pendleton, Piumer, 
Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Beuj. Randall, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Reding, Ridgway, Riggs, W. Russell, J. M. Rus: 
sell, Saltonstall, Slade, Solicrs, Sprigg, Stanly, Sveenrod, 
Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, Johuw B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplet, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, Edward 
D. White, Joseph L. White, Lhomas W. Williams, Wood, 
Yorke, and John Young—1l42. 

NAVYS—Messtrs. Black, Cushing, William W. Irwin, Rob. 
ert McClellan, Proflit, Reynolds, Sanford, and Van Buren—s. 








Mr. GORDON here submitted an amendment; 
but it was ruled out of order, the previous question 
having been ordered. 

On taking the question on the second resolution, 
the result was—yeas 93, nays 64, as follows: 





YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andretwe, At 
nold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, 
Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Boyd, Brockway, Aaron V. 


Brown, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Casey, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, John Edwards,, 
Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Genury, Giddings, 
Goggin, Green, Hall, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, James, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn 
McKennan, 3. Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Moore, Morgan, Osborne, Jwsley, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, 
Renjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, 
Trumap Sinith, Sollers, Stanly, Stratten, A. HW. H. Stuart, John 
T. Stuart, Summers, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Triplett, Trambull, Turney, Underwood, Van 








Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Yorke, Au tos Young,and John Young—93. 
NAYS.— Mes Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bowne, 


Brewster, Burke, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
Clitford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cushing, Daniel, 
Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Doan, Doig, Egbert, Gerry, Wi 

liam O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 
Ifopkins, Houck, Hubard, William W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, 
John W Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, Mc- 
Kay, McKeon, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Medill, Newhard- 
Payne, Plumer, Pope, Proflit, Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, 
Rogers, Santord, { Shaw, Sh 4, Snyder, Sprigg, 


Jones, 





Sauncers, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaterro, Jacob Thompson, Van 
Buren, Watterson, Weller, Juseph L. White, and Wise—64. 
The question was then taken on the third resolu- 
tion, and carried—yeas 83, nays 60, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Rotts, Brockway, Milton 
Browa, Jeremiah Brown, Wm. O. Butler, Wm. B Campbell, 
Thomas J, Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chittenden, John C. 
Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett 
Davis, Deberry, John Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gentry, 
Goggin, Granger, Green, Hall, Howard, Hudson, Joseph R 
Ingersoll, James, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, McKennan, 
Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Os. 
borne, Owsley, Pendleton, Powell, Alexander Randall, Ran 
dolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Wiliam Russell, James M. Russel, 
Saltonstall, Truman Smiih, Sollers, Stanly, Stratton, John 'T. 
Stuart, Summers, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett 
Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Washington, Joseph L. White, Christopher H. 
Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—83. 
NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Bowne, Boyd, Burke, 
Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Staley N. Clarke, Clinton, 
Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Doig, Egbert, Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, Hays, 
Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, C. J. Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, 
Cave Johnson, Joho W. Jones, Keim, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Newhard, Payne, Pope, Proffir, 
Reding, Reynolds, Riggs, Sanford, Shaw, Shields, Soyder, 
Sprigg, Steenrod, Sumter, Bweney, Taliaferro, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Watterson, Weller, James W. Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, and Wise—60. 


The morning hour having expired— 

Mr. YORKE called up his motion, entered yes- 
terday, to reconsider the voie on rejecting the bill 
to provide payment tor horses and other property 
lost in the mulilary service of the United States. 
Mr. Y. then called for the previous question; under 
the operation of which, the reeonsideration was or- 
dered, and the bill brought before the House on the 
question of its passage. 

Mr. STANLY moved to recommit it 
Military Committee, with instructions. 

Mr. WM. B. CAMPBELL made some remarks 
in opposition to the motion. 

Mr. ‘TURNEY strenuously opposed the motion, 
and contended that, on every principle of justice, the 
bil. ought to pass. No gentleman had offered any 
objections to tbe merits of the bili—and, in fact, 
none could on'y cause of its rejec- 
tion being that it was no! properly understood 

Mr. HOPKINS eailed for the previous ques- 
tion, which, being secunded, cut off the motion for 
recominitaient; anc, the main question having beea 
ordered and takeo, the bill was passed. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the House resolve 
itseif into Comittee of the Whole cn the state oi 
the Union, in crder io taze up his retrenchmeni 
bill. 

M: J. YOUNG asked for the yeas end nays on 
the monon to go into Cemmitice of the Whole. 
A count was had, aad resalted 22 to 86—no 
quorum 

Mr. ARNOLD moved 
jected-—ayes 49, noes 83. 

Mr. PARNARD gave nitice that he 
neve to take up the remedial justice bill whenever 
the Heese went into Committee of the Whole. 

The vote was taken, and the House refused to 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole. 
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Mr. COWEN inquired what was the order of 
the day? . 
The SPEAKER replied that the private calendar 


was now ia order. 


MISSOURI VOLUNTEERS. 

The bili for the relief of the Missouri volunteers 
called out by the Governor, was taken up; and the 
question recurred on the amendment made thereto 
by the Commitiee of the Whole. 

Mr. FILLMORE desired to know the facts on 
which the bill was founded. 

Mr. WM. O. BUTLER answered him, and 
went into the merits of the case. 

Mr.STANLY addressed the House for some 
time in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. J.C. EDWARDS said he did not object to the 
course of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
{[Mr.Sranty.] ‘That gentleman had the power, by 
his single objection, to keep the bill in Committee 
of the Whole during the session; but, when we were 
last in committee on private bills, that gentleman 
had consented to let the bill go to the House with 
an amendment, where the House, if it chose to 
do so, could disagree to the amendment, and re« 
store the bill as it stood originally. He hoped the 
House would disagree to the amendmen’, and pass 
the bill as it came trom the Commitiee on Military 
Affairs. 

He said there appeared to be no objection to 
paying the two companies ordered out in 1829. 
The objection was to payiog the four companies 
ordered out in 1836. At the time these last com- 
panies wele ordered out, a tract of country, aver- 





aging im width sixty or eighty miles, and running 
along the whole northern border of the State of 


Missouri (except a s-nall portion in the northeast 
corner, on the Mississippi river) remained unset- 
ed. The Indians, in opposition to the wishes of 
the cilizens, and in opposition to the instructions 
of the Superintendent of Indian Affairs and their 
agen'!s, made frequent hunting excursions into 
this section of country; and in these hunting ex- 
cursions, they killed the stock, and molested the 
settlers, and thus frequently came in collision with 
the whites. In this case, some murders were com- 
miited; the inhabi.auts were thrown into conster- 
nation; the men, women, aod childrer were a'arm- 
ed, and many of them were retiring to the interior 
settlements. Runners were started to the Execu- 
live, with reports of the murders, the number of 
Indians, and the dangers to which the setilers were 
exposed. In this state of the case, he was bound 
to act at once, and without wailing to t{vestigaie 
the whole matter. If he had waited till the Indi- 
ans had overrun the settlements, he would have 
been guilty of gross neglect. It was his duty to 
act promptly, and he did so. Bat it is objected 
that he ordered out too many troops. He ordered 
out but four hundred, and it was very reasonable 
to suppose that the Indians numbered as many, or 
more. He would ask for the reading of the evi- 
deuce in the case; but he supposed the House 
would preter the statement of those who had read 
it. It was true that, when the case came to be 
fully investigaied, it turned out to be somewhat 
different from that presented to the Executive; but 
the Executive had to act on the case as it was given 
tohim. tle hoped the House would disagree to 
the amendment of the committee, and pass the 
bill. 

Mr. ARNOLD opposed the bill with much 
earnesiness. In the course of his remarks, he 
touk cecasion to denounce it as one of the thousand 
stale claims, whicl: had otien been rejected, but 
which a ‘nominal Whig majority” was about to 
allow. The numerous claims pres upon Con- 
gress (aud which it seemed willing to allow, al- 
though theie was neta dolar in the treasury) re- 
mivded bim of the bankiupt, who was ever ready 
to give his note {or any amount. He censured the 
Whig leaders, and the raajority here, for the course 
they were pursuing; and deciared that he would 


not submit to their diciation. Whilst the party 
had mace the most solemn pledges of re- 


irenchment before the country, they now would 


not even allow him, an humble member, the 
poor privilege of the yeas and mays on ta- 
king upa bill which he had inirodueed. He de- 


clared himself independent cf party,and acting only 





On principle. 
Fessenpen, in an under tone, said: “You had bet- 





{{n the course of these rema’ks, Mr. 


ter join the guard.”’| Mr. A. remarked that the 
genileman himself was, at any moment, prepared 
to join tbe guard, when he could getan office! On 
that consideration, he had no doubt the gentleman 
would now go over to the guard. Mr. A. spoke 
for some time, deprecating the course of the ma- 
jority, and complaining that they would show no 
favor to any one who made aby movement towards 
retrenchment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN followed, and replied to the 
remarks personal to himself. He denounced some 
of the sentiments proclaimed by the gentleman 
from Tennessee [4ir. ARNoLD] as cut-throat, and 
destitute of moral and honorable principle. The 
gentleman shou!d not dictate (o him. He had often 
heard it remarked, that those who were loudest in 
proclaiming their own patriotism, were not always 
those who possessed the greatest degree of it. 
Owing to the peculiarity of his position, he had 
sat still during the remarks of the gentleman, but 
would not do so again. The remark he made to 
the gentleman was in jest. He concluded by 
calling on him to promptiy retract his assertion 
that he (Mr. F.) would take an office, or adduce 
the proof. 

Mr. ARNOLD made some remarks, stating how 
the affair between himself and the gentleman from 
Maine had commenced; and what his views were 
about patriotism, party spirit, wen of lofty bear- 
ing, jests, and quarrels. Some further words 
passed between him and Mr. F., (apparently ex- 
planatory,) but they were not heard amid the up- 
roar, confusion, laughter, and general appearance 
of merriment that pervaded the hall. 

Mr. COWEN wmoved the previous question; 
which was sustained by the House. 

The question was then stated to be on the first 
amendment of the Committee of the Whole. 

Tellers were demanded, and they reported 51 in 
the affirmative and 44 in ihe negative—being ‘ess 
than a quorum. 

Mr. BOARDMAN, Mr. LINN, and others mov- 
ed an adjournment, which was carried; and the 
House adjourned at ten minutes past 3 o’clock. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, August 15, 1842. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from 
Jackson county, Florida, praying the admission of 
that Territory as a Siate into the Union, and a do- 
nation of Mind for State purposes: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back, with an amendment, House 
bill entitled An aci to confirm the sales of public 
lands in ceriain cases. The bill was postponed, 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow, and 
the amendment was ordered to be printed. 

Several adverse reports of standing committees, 
on private claims, were concurred in. 

Mr. ARCHER presented amemorial from Ame- 
lia county, Virginia, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of a tariff fur proiection, and agaiust any legis- 
Jative action that shall alienate the proceeds of the 
public lands from the national treasury: ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed, 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of cxecutive business; and, af- 
ter a short time spent therein, resumed the consider- 
ation of legislative business. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH cf Indiana, the Senate 
took up, as in commitiee of the whole, the bil! to pro- 
vide for ascertaining and disposing of the Jead min 
eral lands in tf States of Hlinois and Arkansas, and 
the Territories of Wisconsin and Iowa; and, hav- 
ing been amended in several particulars on the 
motion of Mr. S., 

Mr. LINN spoke at some length, showing the 
propriety and importance of passing a bill dispo- 
sing of these lands; but argued that the present bl! 
was too illiberal and unjust to the seitlers—con- 
sidering the hardships they had to endure in ser- 
tling this country—in requiring them to pay $2 50 
per acre for this land, instead of $l 25, the price 
of other lands. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana replied at some length, 
maintaining that the price of land was fixed in the 
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bil as low as was cesired by the setters, and 
much ower than was recommended by the depart- 
ment, which thought the miniv»am price should be 
$10 per acre. 
. o 
The bil was then reported to the Senate, the 


amendments of the committee were concurred in; 


and having been engerissed, the bill Was read the 
third me and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Johnson K. Rogers was 
taken up, as in committee of the whole, consider- 
ed, and, after some discussion by Messrs. MORE- 
HEAD, KING, GRAHAM, and McROBERTS, 
was laid on the table for the present. 

The bill to authorize the acjus:!ment of the claim 


of the municipality No. 1 of the city of New Or- 


leans to certain Janés within said municipality, 


and now in the occupation of the Uni'ed States, 


was taken up, as in commitiee of the whole. 


Mr CONRAD advocated its passage, and Mr. 


WRIGHT opposed it; when 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to postpone its fur- 
ther consideration till the next session of Congress, 
and cemanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered; and the question being put, it was carried in 
the aftirmative—yeas 26, nays 15. 

Engrossed bill entitled An act for the payment of 
the Florida militia called into the service in the 
years 1839 and 1840, was read the third time and 
passed. 

House bill entitled An act to amend the acts of 
July, 1836 and 1832, allowing pensions to certain 
widows, was read the third time and passed. 

Several House bills were read twice, and appro- 
priately referred. 

Oa motion of Mr. KING, the bill for the relief 
of Casper W. Weaver (which, on his motion, bad 
been laid on the table) was taken up, as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. BAYARD, who had before supported the 
claim, said, on an examination, he had ascertained 
that it was utterly unfounded. He now exposed 
the means used to procure its favorable passage, 
and declared himself opposed to it. 

Mr. YOUNG made some remarks, with a view 
to show that the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bay- 
ARD] was mistaken. 

Ou motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, th: bill was 
laid on the table. 

The bill to settle the claims of New Hamp- 
shire for the services of her militia, came up ip 
orler, as in committee of the whole; and, without 
being considered, was, on the motion of Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN, laid on the table. 

THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. YOUNG called up for consideration the 
resolution fixing Monday next for the adjournment 
He thought it 
session almost nine 
months) for Congress to close its session. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. He hoped, however, that by Thursday 
next they would be prepared to consider it. 

Mr. WRIGHT thought it was time that some 
day should be fixed for the adjournment. 
was done, proper efforts would not be made to 
transact the business necessary to carry on the 
operations of the Government. He demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would not vote to fix 
a day tor the acjournment, until he had given the 
House full opportunity to act on a revenue bill. 

The question was then pu', and the reselution 
was laid on the table by the following vote—yeas 
23, nays 12: 


YEAS—Messrs, Archer, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Day- 
m, Evaas, Huntington, Kerr, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Pres- 
mi, Rives, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, and Wo -dbridge—-23. 

NAY Messrs. Bagby, Calhoun, Fulton, Henderson, Me- 
Roberts, Mangum, Sevier, Walker, White, Woodbury, Wright, 
ind Yeung—12. 


The bill for the relief of John Underwood was 
considered, as in cominitiee of the whole, aad re- 
ported to the Senate. 

The bill involved a principle of compensa ion 
for work performed by Mr. Underwood, extr+ of 
the services reqnited of him as a clerk receiving 
$1,100 per annum. 

Messrs. GRAHAM, HUNTINGTON, BU- 
CHANAN, and WALKER defended the claim; 
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and Messrs. WRIGHT, WOODBURY, SEVIER, 
and ALLEN opposed it. 

Tne biil was then reported to the Senate: and 
the question being, Shall the bill be :ead a third 
time? 

Mr. SEVIER demanded the yeas and nays, 
Which were ordered; and the question being put, it 
was carriedin the affirmative—yeas 23, nays 14. 

Tne bill was then read the third ume, and pass- 
ed. 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of cer- 
tain setilers in the Territory of Wisconsin,” was 
iaken up as in committee of the whole, amended 
on the motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, reported 
to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. ALLEN made an ineffectual effortto have 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of the reso- 
lution introduced by Mr. Preston, proposing to re- 
imburse to the treasury the moneys that may be 
hereafter expended by the Federal Government in 
extinguishing Indian titles to land. 

Mr. A. gave notice that he would renew the ef- 
fort to-morrow, and demand the yeas and nays 
upon it. 

House bill entitled An act to authorize the se- 
lection of school ‘ands in lieu of those granted to 
ihe haif-breeds of the Sac and Fox Indians, having 
been considered as in committee of the whole, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

House bill entived An act for the relief of Chas. 
F. Sibbald (auihorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to settle, on principles of law and equity, 
whatever damage may have been done him in con- 
sequence of an officer cf the United States having 
arrested him in cutting and sawing live-oak and 
pine timber from bis own land, and dispossessing 
him for a long time of the use of his tract of 4,000 
acres of land) was taken up as in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved to amend it, by substi- 
iuting for it an entire bill, restrictive of the original 
one. 

Messrs. GRAHAM, KING, MOREHEAD, 
and PHELPS opposed the original bill, and ex- 
pressed themselves favorably to the amendment; 
but were more disposed to have the subject refer- 
red to the Treasury Department for a report of 
damages, to be decided upon at the next session of 
Congress. 

Messrs. WALKER and HUNTINGTON de- 
fended the bill as it stood. 

Before making any disposition of it, 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, August 15, 1942. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, made a report; which was laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STANLY also made a report from the Com- 
mitiee on Military Affairs; which was ordered to 
bs printed. 


ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, pursuant to notice giv- 
en a few days ago, asked permission to reporta 
vill, entitled “A bill to meet all the current and 
contingent liabilities of the Government, by raising 
revenue from imports; to benefit the grower of 
grain and tobacco, by countervailing and recipro- 
cal duties on ariicles specified; to prevent abuses in 
the collection and disbursement of the revenues, 
by requiring the gross amount to be paid at once 
into the treasury, to be ¢trawn out only by law; to 
prevent defaleations, by requiring purchasers of 
public lands, and importers of dutiable goods, to 
vclace the amount ‘o be paid the Governmentin 
Government depositories, orin the ueasury at once, 
to the credit of the Government, and to receive a 
receipt of payment from the receivers upon present- 
alion of the certifeate of such deposite; to benefit 
the States and increase the capital of the nation, by 
authorizing the issue, apon the faith of the Gov- 
ernment, of two hundred millions of Gevernment 
stock cf denominations of not less than one hun- 
dred nor exceeding one thousand dollars, to be di- 
vided among the States, the Terriiories, and the 
District of Columbia, upon the basis of federal 
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numbers; and to suspend the opcration of the dis- 
tributioa of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
Jands until the redemption of the stock by the Gov- 
ernment.” 

Mr. BARNARD objected. 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules for the purpose of permitting bim 
to offer a resolution in the following terms: 


Resolvy 1, That a select commities of — be appointed, with 


instructions to consider the propriety of reporting the following 
bill. 


Mr. BARNARD objected to the introduction of 
the resolution. 

The question was taken on the motion to sus. 
pend; which was negatived almost unanimously. 

Mr. EVERETT asked the Fiouse to take up a 
bill for the telief of Joseph Parker; and it was 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. BARNARD moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, his iutention being to move that the 
committee tale up the remedial justice bill. 

The motion was agreed tc, and Mr. J. R. In- 
GERSOLL took the chair. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the committee take 
up the bill to reduce the pay of members of Con- 
gress, &c. 

Mr. BARNARD objected; and remarked that 
the House went into commiitee on his motion, 
with a specific object. 

The CHAIRMAN said there was no bill before 
the committee, aud that he must entertain the mo- 
ons in the order in which they were made. 

O.her gentlemen moved that various other bills 
be taken up; but, alter some desultory discussion, 
the question was taken on Mr. ARNOLD’s mo- 
tion; and it was negatived by a majority of 79 
to 56. 

Mr. IRWIN moved to take up the bill making 
appropriations for the Cumberland: read in the 
States of Oaio, Indiana, and Lilinois, and for cer- 
tain harbors; for which 37 only voted. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to take up the bill to 
provide further remedial justice in the courts of the 
United States; which was decided in the affirmative, 
by a majority of 79 to 76. 

Mr. BARNARD then proceeded to explain the 
objects, and impertance, and necessity of the bill. 

Mr. B. having concluded his speech, 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL made some few obser- 
vations, which, in consequence of ihe noise pre- 
vailing in various paris of the hall, the reporter 
could not catch. He was undersiood, however, 
{o suggest the propriety of Jaying the bill aside. 
The chairman of the Judiciary Committee, he ob- 
served, had alluded, in the course of his remarks, to 
the treaty lately made with England; but how could 
the gentleman know whether the treaty did or did 
not touch on this subjeci? He thought they should 
wait a day or two, till they heard the result of that 
treaty. 

Mr. WISE hoped the bill wouid be !aid aside, to 
take up the navy bill. 

The CHAIR said that, if no objection was made, 
the bill would be laid aside. 

Mr. BARNARD said he could not consent to 
that. He hoped the consideration of the bill would 
be contioued. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that the gentieman 
would permit the bill to be laid aside to be reported. 

Several members expressed their dissent from 
this course. 

Mr. FESSENDEN observed that, if this subjeét 
had beea inciuded in the negotiation lately con- 
cluded with England, it would require a !aw to 
carry oul that part of it. It was therefore still 
more necessary that the bill should be acted on 
now. 

Tae CHAIR then stated that the question would 
be on the postponement of the further consideration 
of the bill; and having put that question, the count 
having been made by tellers, (Messrs. BinD:EYE 
and Boyp.) it was decided in the negative—ayes 
74, nues 77. 

Mr. BARNARD moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill. 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD said he «lid not intend, when 
he entered the House this morning, to have said 
anything upon the bill now before the committee. 
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He was boi prepared to discuss tt at Jeogih, nor 
did Ge suppose it stood any chance of being acted 
On at this late period of the present session. But, 
inasmuch as a motion had been mace to report it 
to the House, he could not permit the question to 
be taken without entering his protest against it. 
If anything could surprise him, it was the attempt, 
on the part of the majority, to strip the States of 
their sovereignty and independence. He thovght 
it was remarkable that his colleague [Mr. Bar- 
NARD} should be so anxious to have it passed—a 
bill fraught with especial danger to New York, 
wi'h its three or four hundred miles of frontier—a 
bill which invited every petty Canadian officer to 
come across the lines,and plund-r and rob the peo- 
ple of that State. The bill provided that, if any 
person should be held in custody fer any act done 
or omitted under any alleged right, whose validity 
depends upon the laws of nations, he may, by the 
order of the district jadge, be brought before him, 
and the case taken trcm the State jurisdiction. It 
was not necessary to remove the case to court, but 
it might be heard by the judge at chambers. It 
the criminal could make out that his offence was 
not contrary to the laws of nations, he was to be 
discharged. 

Now, after the events which had happened on the 
Northern frontier, he asked if there was any offence 
which might rot be defended on grounds connect- 
ed withthe laws of nations? What was the ne- 
cessity for this bili? And where the reason for 
passing it in such a hurry, and without deliberation? 
Let it, he contended, be first shown in what man- 
ner the Siate courts were incompetent. In the 
case of McLeod, did not every one know that 
he bad every advantage and protection which any 
criminal could have? Where, then, the necessity 
for this stranze law? 

His colleague [Mr. Barnarp] had argued the 
constitutionality of the measure. He (Mr. F.) 
would not argue the constitutionality of a bill 
fraught with such danger to the States. With 
these remarks ke would take his seat, and leave 
the floor to some other gentleman who would 
oppose the bill. 

Mr. GORDON said he was as much surprised 
and unprepared as his colleague [Mr. Froyp.] 
He had come to the House that morning with the 
expeciation (which vascummon) that the report of 
the special commitiee on the veto, over which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. ADams] pre- 
sided, would be made and taken up for debate to-day. 
The minority, however, were kept in the dark as to 
the movements of the dominaut party; and now, at the 
hee! of the session, were surprised at the introduc- 
tion of a bill highly obnoxious in its character, and 
to debaie which no opportunity was afforded. 

Unprepared, however, as he was to discuss the 
measure at length, he would give his views briefly 
and expicitly upon it. This bill, with otbers 
which had been passed, would, he thought, cele- 
brate the present Congress for its Federal propensities 
its high-handed meacures, and its encroachments 
upon the Constitution. What power was there, 
of these claimed by the old Federal party, that had 
not been exercised, or attempted to be exercised, 
by the present Congress? It passed a bill incorpora- 
ting a Bank of the Unied States—a measure con 
demned and repudiated over and over again by the 
people. Ins'e.d of comp!ying with their wishes, 
it carried out the most high-handed measures which 
it was capable of conceiving. It passed a bank- 
rupt law—not merely a measure affecting cases of 
bankruptcy, but an insolvent law; the General 
Governm: nt assuming a power o.er the contracts 
of individuals, not granted to it by the Constitution, 
The law was reiroac'ive in its character, sponging 
the debts, and wiping away the obligatieus of the 
debtor to the creditor. Nor was this all that was 
accomplished by the majority of the present re- 
markable Congress. It assumed the power to dis- 
tribute property and money. It latd violent hands 
upon the proceeds of the public lands, and distrib- 
uied them from the paticnal treasury; thus sanc- 
tioning a principle which must inevitably lead to 
praciicat agrarianism between man and man. Nor 
was it contented with giving money to the States; 
it also undertook to give money to individuals, and 
appropriated $25,000 out of the public treasury, to 
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Mrs. Harrison, on the pretence cf paying for the 
expenses of General Harrison. 
There remained but one measure to consummate 
the prac’ice of agreriauism—the distribution of the 
property of individuals. 

In the apportionment bill, too, new powers were 
assumed. ‘The powcr was assumed to authorize 
and direct the States to district themselves—a 
p wer which, if it exist at all in the Federal Gov- 
eroment, must be exercised by itself, and not be dele- 
gated to an agent to perform. He referred to the 
exercise of another power, which he considered un- 
warranted, and which he regretted to see some of 
his Demceratie friends sustaining—the admission 
of the fractional principle imto representation. 

(Here Mr. G. was called to order, and advised 
to confine himself to the bill before the committee.) 

The crowning actto these several measures of 
the majority was about to be consummated—and 
that was, torob the States of their jurisdiction. 
Tae McLeod case was the occasion of the introduc- 
tion of this bill. It would not have been brought 
forward, if, notwithstanding the threats of England, 
Secretary of State [Mr. Webster ] took it uponjhimself 
New York had not tried that noted individual. The 
to declare that the Federal Government had conirol 
over that case, and sent the Attorney General to 
New York to superintend the trial. The pecple of 
New York were unanimous. They took but one 
view of thecase. They dectared that they had ja- 
risdiction, and, what was more, they would exer- 
cise it. 

This, then, he contended, came to be a controversy 
between the Secretary of State and the Judiciary of 
a sovereign State. li was an attempt to override the 
jurisdiction of a sovereign State, and, at its ex- 
pense, to crown the Federal Secretary. But for 
him, and the course he thought proper to pursue, 
this bill never would have been heard of; and we 
should have been content with those laws which 
have existed ali along, and which have never been 
found inadequate to any case that has ever oc- 
curred. ‘This, therefore, he thought was a bill to 
cover the retreat of the Secretary, and put down 
the judiciary of New York. 

How would the people of New York, of both 
parties, who were to be left to the tender mercies 
of the Federal Government, regard this measure? 
Lie ventured to assert that, if another case similar 
to that of Alexander McLeod should occur 
within ber limits, and a Federal judge should at- 
tempt to bring the accused before him by habeas cor- 
pus, his authority would be nullified by the spon- 
taneous action of the people. There were already 
laws enough to insare the safety and liberty of the 
citizeu; and he ventured to assure the majority 
here, that they would find trouble enough in carry- 
ing into execution the laws which they had already 
passed. ‘They would find it troublesome, indeed, 
to cairy ont their apportionment act. He re- 
minded them that the proudest monarchs generally 
took care that nene but wholesome laws were 
passed. He fervently hoped and trusted that the 
Union would endure. He did not believe that it 
could easily be sundered; yet, should these un- 
happy controversies between the Federal Govern- 
ment and the States continue, he feared i's days 
Were numbered, and its glory atanend. It would 
not result, if at all, from revolution; but from the 
more peaceful mode of a nullification of the laws; 
for the Government, shorn of its power, would be 
of no consequence whatever. 

Having glanced at tke origin and some of the 
consequences of the bill, he would now say a few 
words upon the billitself. He then .went into a 
constitutional and kegal argument, to show that the 
power to pass this bill lav net in the Constitution. 
He quoted fromthe second section of the third arti- 
cle, to show the extent of power granted by that in- 
strument to the Federal judiciary; and thence ar- 
gued that it did not have the power to try crimes 
ccmmitied in one State by the citizens of another, 
oret an adjacent couniry, alihough it might try 
Civil controversies ati:ing between the citizens of 
iwo States or nations. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said it was not his pur- 
pore to debaie this bill. He well knew that its 
fate was already determined upon—in secret caucus, 
vo doubi!—and nothing which he couid vay would 
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induce the majority here to alier their purpose of 
passing it. The bill proposed to give the Federal 
courts jurisdiction over the authority of our sover- 
eign States, and was, infact, just such a measure 
as all those for which the Federal party, in times 
past, was distinguished. It was of a piece with 
the alien and sedition laws, and hed its origin and 
foundation in a distrust of the States, whose au- 
thorities were to be superseded. He (Mr. 8S.) had 
always laid it down as a cardinal rule, that no 
power should be taken from the Sia'es, except 
when it was absolutely neces‘ary. In th’s case, 
there was no just reason or pretext whatever for 
this curtailment of State authority. ‘The bill had 
its origin in the McLeod case. In that matter the 
conduct of the New York authorities was charac- 
terized by equal impartiality and abiluy. This 
bill, therefore, was an insult to the Siate, ard the 
whole proceedings founded on fraud. 

After some further remarks, he concluded by 
saying he had simply risen ‘o enter his protest 
againsi the passage of the bill, knowing that it 
would be useless to argue against a measure which 
had been settled in another assemblage, and which 
was only introduced here in order to comply with 
the forms of the Constitution. 

Mr. EVERETT addressed the committee ;_ but 
his remarks were indisiincily heard by the re- 
porter, 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia rep!ied to the remarks 
of the gent!eman from Vermont ; but he was very 
imperfectly heard. He was understood to avow 
his astonishment at the expression of opinion to 
which he had just listened trom the gentleman 
from Verment, and to state bis own views of 
State rights and Federalism. He defended the 
States, which the gentleman from Vermont seem- 
ed to distrust, and claimed for them the right to 
exercise the power which this bill would take 
away. He also entered, in the course of his ar- 
gument, into an examination of ‘ the act of war” 
in which McLeod was engsged. The gen- 
tleman from Vermont says the burning of the Car- 
oline and the murder of Durfee was an act of war. 
It was, then, cause of war by us. He also says 
that if McLeod had been executed, it would have 
been cause of war by England. In the event of 
McLeod’s execution, the two countries weuld have 
reciprocally given cause of war, with the advan- 
tage in our favor of havivg received the first prov- 
ocation. So far from releasing McLeod to an ap- 
prehension of war with England, [ would have had 
my country demand for punishmeni all engaged in 
the outrage upon the Caroline ; and, if not surren- 
dered, I would bring them, wherever and whenev- 
er they could be caught. England should never— 
in time of peace, certainly-shelter ber felons by 
taking the responsibility. 

Mr. FOSTER made some observation, which 
was inaudible at the reporter’s desk. 

Mr. SMITH, at the request of Mr. Wise, re- 
newed the motion to lay this bill aside; which, 
after some brief discussion, was agreed to by a 
majority of 73 to 58. 

Mr. WISE then moved that the Committee te ke 
up the bill from the Senate, to reorganize the Navy 
Department. 

Mr. SPRIGG wished the committee to take ap 
a bill to establish certain post-roads. 

The motion of the gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. Wisk] was agreed to. 
REORGANIZATION OF THE 

PARTMENT. 

The bill to reorganize the Navy Department 
having been Jaken up, 

The Cier® read the first amendment of the 
Sslanding committee of the House on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. WISE explained that the Ist section of the 
Senate bill abolished the Board of Navy Commis 
sioners; and the 24 section went en to provide that, 
ja liea of the Board of Navy Commissioners, there 
should be seven bureaus. The Senate bi!l pro- 
vided that the heads of the bureaus shovid be 
selected from cfticers of grades not lower than 
commander; the amendment of the commiitee ci 
the House proposed that the heads of the bureaus 
should consist of officers of the navy of a grade not 
Jower than thatof capiain—and not as the Senate 
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proposed, from either captans or commanders 
For himself, he was of opinion that no  fficer of a 
lower grade than that of captain should be put at 
the head of a bureau 

Mr. SPRIGG addressed the committee at some 
length. 

Mr. FESSENDEN inquired whether the bill 
had been prinied. 

Mr. WISE replied that it had been ordered to 
be prinied last week, but was not yet returned by 
the printer. As it was expected every moment, he 
hoped the Clerk would be permitted te read the 
Senate’s bill, and then report the amendments of 
the committee. By that time he hoped the bill 
would be brought in. 

Mr. FESSENDEN suggesied that the bill wculd 
be prejudiced by going on with it before the printed 
copy was in the members’ hands. There were 
several other naval! bills,and be hoped the commit- 
tee would take up one of them. 

After some further conversation beiween Messrs. 
WISE and FESSENDEN— 

Mr. COWEN moved to lay aside the bill, and 
take up the bill from the Senate, to provide pay- 
ment for property lost or destroyed in the military 
seivice of the United States. 

This motion was rejected. 

Mr. FESSENDEN then moved to take up the 
bill concerning professors of mathematics in the 
navy of the United States; which motion having 
been carried, and the bill read, 

Mr. F. offered an amendment providing that the 
professors of mathematics shall be appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate; that they shall take rank next afier 
chaplains, and receive, when absent on leave, or 
wailing orders, the same pay and emoluments as 
are received by chaplains. 

A short discussion ensued, in which the amend- 
ment was supported by Messrs. FESSENDEN, 
McKAY. KING, and ADAMS; and opposed by 
Messrs. WISE, MALLORY, and HOLMES. 


Mr. ADAMS briefly discussed the amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN expressed his willingness to 
withdraw a portion of his amendment. He pro- 
posed, instead of striking out, to acd a clause sim- 
ply providing that professors of mathematics should 
receive the same pay as chaplains. 

Mr. ARNOLD made some remarks deprecating 
the waste of time in fulminating and gasconading 
speeches wihout action, and when many of the 
members were dozing in their seats. The House 
had been in committee all day, and yet not a bill 
was ready to be reported. 

The question was taken wpon the amendment of 
Mr. FessenDEN, and it was rejected. The bill 
was then laid aside to be reported. 

Mr. MOORE moved that the committee take up 
Senate bill No. 57, for the paymeat of Lonisiana 
volunteers employed in the Florida war in 1836. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved that the committee 
take up House bill No. 364, (concerning navy pen- 
“1005S. ) 

The vote was counted by the Chairman, who 
reported 26 in the affirmative. 

Mr. WISE said there was evidently no quorum 
here, and he could not consent to sce the naval 
bills destroyed without a quorum. He insisied on 
a count. 

The negative was then counted, and reporicd 
15 Absent, or not voting, 201 members. 

Thereupon ihe comm.ttee rose, and the Chair 
reported the faci to the Flouee. 

Mr. WISE moved a cail of the House. The 
question was taken, and resulted—ayes 40, noes 
77. No guerom. 

Mr. WISE again moved a ca!l of the House. 
The SPEAKER <aid the question had been just 
taken, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. WISE wished to know whether the House, 
having found itself wuhouta quorum, would nol, 
as a mater of coarse, have to order & call, before 
to any busioess? 

The SPEAKER s:id not. 

Wir. WISE said he would, then, trerely fall the 
atiention of the country to the helpless situation in 
which the present Congress bad found itself. 

Mr. FILLMORE, (with eaphasis.) I move an 


proceeding 





es 
SN 


adjournment; asd on that question call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The House refused to acjourn—yeas 37, nays 
112. 

A quorum having been ascertained to be pres- 
ent, the Heuse again went into committee, (Mr. J. 
R. IncerRs¢ et in the chair.) 

The question was again taken vpon considering 
the bill to reduce and modify into one act the sev- 
eral acts concerning pensioners in the navy, and 
resulted in the affirmative. 

Mr. CALHOUN explained the merits and ob- 
jects of the bill. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD offered an amendment, ex- 
cepling those who received wounds from accident, 
and confining the benefit of the pension act to those 
wounded in battle. 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia addresved the commit- 
tee in favor of the amendment. He thought there 
was justice and propriety in granting pensions to 
such as should expose themselves to extraordinary 
danger—-such as should be wounded or injured in 
batile. But he could not approve of the proposi- 
tion to give pensions to persons who had met with 
accidents. As well might Congress attempt to re- 
munerate every farmer who should happen to be 
injured in his agricultural operations, or in break- 
ing his colts. 


Mr. KING opposed the amendment, and replied 
to the gentieman from Virginia [Mr. Smita.) 
Mr. MORGAN followed on the opposite side. 


Mr. ANDREWS said he had no idea that the 
bill would pass, and therefore thought it useless to 
waste time upon it. He moved that the committee 
rise: rejected. 


Mr. WARD remarked that the present bill 
merely proposed to enact for the navy the same 
rules which now exisied in the army. Nonew 
princip!e was sought to be introduced. He hoped 
the committee would rise and report the bill. 


Mr. MALLORY said he would call the atten- 
tion of the committee to the fact, that the men for 
whom this bill proposed to provide bad, by their 
valor in the last war, provided a large fund for the 
payment of pensions, which was dissipated by the 
improvident legislation of 1837. But for the act 
of 1837, there would now be no necessity for action 
on the part of the House. The bill proposed to lop 
off the excrescences of the present system. It did 
not propose to give unmerited pensions, as in the 
numerous ague-and-fever cases which so often 
passed the House without exciting epposition. It 
still required some modifications; which he should, 
at the proper time, propose. 


Mr. McKAY oppesed the bill. It was like 
other measures, the advocates of which declared, 
at the time of their passage, that they would 
impose no additional burden on the treasury. The 
same thing was said of the act of 1837. Yet, all 
admitted that act to have been improvident. He 
heard no one defend it atthis day. At the extra 
session, it would be remembered a bill was passed, 
exiending the pensions of certain widows to the 
close of this session of Congress, when they were 
to be stricken off the roll. Now, this bill proposed 
to nullify the proviso ef the act passed at the extra 
session, which prohibited these widows from re- 
ceiving pensions longer than until the close of the 
session. This was the effect, if not the sole object, 
of the present bill; the remaining portion of it beirg 
a mere re-enactment of existing laws and regula- 
tions. He read one of the sections to show how 
the ot j*ct he bad described was to be attained. It 
declared that “nothing herein contained should 
exclude those now on the pension rol! from receiv- 
ing pensions hereafter.” Was the committee pre- 
pared to re-enact the system of 1837, which an 
act of theextra session had solemnly deelared 
should cease at the close of this session? He 
trusted nol. 

Mr. WM. B. CAMPBELL then moved that the 
committee tise; which motion was carried. 

The commitiee then rose and reported the 
‘“emedial justice bill” 10 the House, and also their 
progress upon other bills. 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, 

Tae House then adjourned. 








lina 
the 

pen 
perc 
and 
fore 


Spr 
up, 


acl 
con 
of ¢ 


the 
OpF 

7 
que 
thit 


itr 

Y 
Cra 
mor 
Wo 


Cut 
pan 











IN SENATE. 
Torepay, August 16, 1842. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a petition of John 
A. Dickerson, praying compensation for duties 
performed by bim as a master of ordnance; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, asked that that committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
James O’Connor, on the subject of his improve- 
ments in the application of steam. The motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reporis on the House bills for the 
relief of George Sutherland, and the relief of 
Susannah White; which were ordered to be printed 

Mr. BATES, from the same committee, made 
favorable reports on the House bill for the relief 
of Frederick Perrigo, and Senate bili for the relief 
of Pamela Alleu. The report in the latter case 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which had been referred House bills for the re- 
lief of Joseph Parker and David Freelove, report- 
ed them back without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that they do pass. 

Mr. P. also made an adverse report on the clai'm 
of Mary Simmons; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ALLEN said he had given notice on yester- 
day that he wou'd to day renew the motion to take 
up the resolution of the Senator from South Caro- 
Jina, (Mr. Presron,] proposirg to reimburse to 
the treasury the money which may be hereafter ex- 
pended for extinguishing Indian titles to land. He 
perceived that that Senator was not now present, 
and that the Senate was very thin; he would, there- 
fore, not ca'l up the resolution at present. 

House bill enti'led An act for the relief of the 
Springfieli Manufacturing Company was taken 
up, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. GRAHAM explained that the bill involved 
aclaim for interest on money withheld from said 
company long afterit was due, for the manufacture 
of certain arms. He defended the claim. 

Mr. BATES spoke at some length in favor of 
the bill, and Messrs. WRIGHT and WOODBURY 
opposed it. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate; and, the 
question being on ordering the bill to be read a 
third time, 

Mr. WRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, the question being put, 
it resulted—yeas 18, nays 16, as follows: 


YEAS—-Messrs. Archer, Bates, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, 
Crafts, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Miller, Porter, Preston, Sim- 


mons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—18. 


NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Cuthbert, King, Linn, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—16. 

The bill was then read the third time, 
passed—yeas 18, nays 16. 

Mr. EVANS moved to take up the House bill, 

No. 539,) being 


THE CONTINGENT BILL. 

The bill ‘‘to legalize and make appropriations 
for such necessary objects as have been usually 
included in the general appropriation bill without 
authority of law, and to fix and provide for cer- 
tain incidental expenses of the departments aad 
offices of the Government, and for other pur- 
poses,’ was taken up—the "question pending be- 
ing on concurring with the committee of the 
whole in the amendments therein made and re- 
ported to the Senate on Saturday last. 

Mr. SEVIER called for a division of the ques- 
tion, so as to except the amendment relating to In- 
dian affairs,to which he wished to move an amend. 
ment. 

Mr. EVANS then asked the vote to be taken 
first on the amendmert in the second page, re- 
ducing the salary of the new clerk to the Register 
of the Treasury from $1,600 to $1,200. 

Mr. PRESTON hoped the amendment would 
not be concurred in. 


and 


Mr. WOODBURY showed that the duties of 


the clerk here alluded to have been heretofore per- 
formed for $1,000 per year. He also remarked on 
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the impropriety of appointing a junior clerk at a | 
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highe rs alary than dee elder clerks—some: of whom 
had been in effice for tv wenty years. 

The question was then taken, and resulted—yeas 
15, nays 13. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. EVANS next moved an amendment to the 
amerd ment of the third page, in reference to waich- 
men, by which the salaries of those of the Srate 
Department were fixed at $400, and of the other 
departmenis a! $450; whieh was concurred in. 

The next was to disagree to the amendment to 
reappropriate the sum of $19 910 tor the removal 
of the Choctaw Indians from the State of Missis- 


sippi, which Mr. E said was unnecessary. 
This amendment was, ccn:equent!y, non-con- 
curred in. 


Mr. ARCHER observed that he had moved the 
increase of $200 to the salary of the public gar- 
dener under a misapprehension; and would now 
retrac!, by moving that the Senate non-concur in 
that amendment. 


Mr. KING was snre the Senator from Virginia 
was acting under some misapprebensicn of charges 
made against this individual, which had been re- 
fated whenever they had been fairiy and candidly 
investigated. One of these charges was, that he 
had created a disturbance at a Tipp+canoe club 
during the Presidential canvass. This had been 
refuted by a certificate from the club itself. Another 
was, that he had made false charges on the pay- 
roll. This had also been carefully investigated, 
and it was found uiterly groundless. 

Mr. K. here stated the particulars, showing that 
the charges made on the pay-roll, alluded to, were 
for cart-hire or work actually done in the most 
economical manner for the public benefit. He 
(Mr. K.) had serutinized these matters, and ex- 
amined the gardener himseif minutely cn the sub- 
ject, and could assure the Senate that he had be- 
come entirely satisfied there was not a scintilla of 
ground for impeaching his conduct or character in 
his capacity as a public servant. It was a matter 
open to the inspection and conviction of every 
member of Congress, that he did his duty, as public 
gardener, in the most satisfactory manner possible. 
He was as worthy of his full salary now as ever. 
That salary ($1,200) bad been cheerfully granted 
to him for years back. He would net suppose it 
could be thought necessary to cut it down for any 
reason founded on his political opinions; the true 
question being, whether $1,000 cr $1,200 is the 
proper compensation for his services. For years 
back, Congress has decided that $1,200 is only a 
suitable remuneration; and he knew of no just rea- 
son why he alone should now be singled out fer a 
system of retrenchment not applied to any one else 
in the public employment. His salary in Phila- 
delphia, before he was brought here, was $1,500. 
It was clear, then, that $1,200 was by no means a 
high salary. 

As to the number of laborers employed by him, 
he (Mr. K.) was satisfied, from his own experi- 
ence in employing hands at horticultural operations, 
that extraordinary economy had been exercised by 
the gardener here in charge of the public grounds. 
He pointed out many respects in which great sa- 
vings were effected by the judicious labor of the gar- 
dener himself. 

It was an unjust stigma on him to reduce his 
salary, when those who have much more extrava- 
gant salaries than his are left without any reduc- 
tion. 

Mr. KERR was well satisfied that, if such re- 
duction of salary be made in this instance, as to 
compel Mr. Maher to accept of some other situa- 
tion at a better salary, no one as competent and 
efficient can be obtained in his place; and that the 
beauiiful shrubs and delightful grounds, now the 
enjoyment of resideats and admiration of strangers, 
will very speedily go to deca It would, in such 
case, take more than fifteen years to reinstate them 
in the same condition which they now present. He 
believed there were not five gardeners in the United 
Siates as competent as he is to manage these pub- 
lic grounds, and with so much satisfaction to every 
one. 

Mr. EVANS thought this entirely too inconsid- 
erable a matter to waste so much time upon. He 
would siate one circumstance: it was only for the 


| last 








three years the salary had been raised to 
$1,200 Itbad been $1,000 before that The in- 
crease Was in consequence of the enlargement of 
the public grounds. But the last incumbent of the 
flice had had bat $700. It was a matter for the 
Senate to settle, and he hoped it would be done 
without further delay. 

Mr. ARCHER observed that he had not been 
influenced by any of those circums'‘ances alluded 
to by the Senator from Alabama, in moving the 
non-concurrence in his own amendment, but in 
consequence of information he had received on 
two points, which did not involve any question as 
to Mr. Maher’s political opinions, or integrity in 
his office. The information he had received was 
to the effect that, in addition to the proposed salary 
of $1,000, his emoluments in the office of public 
gardener make ample compensation. He under- 
stood he had the opportunity of charging cart- 





| hire for the use of bis own dray and horse for 








every day in the year, Sundays included; and also, 


that the grass cut from the public grounds was a 
1} source of considerable emolument. 
; in addition to his salary, he thought quite sufficient; 
| and, therefore, he now would revoke his amend- 
| ment to add $200 to hissalary. He had not urged 
| any charges against Mr. Maher. 
| be did his duty satisfactorily, and that the state of 


These things, 


He admitted that 


perfection in which the public grounds were kept, 
was highly creditable. Neither had he any impeach- 
ment to urge of his integrity; but he hoped, for the 
reasons he had assigned, the amendment would not 


| be concurred in. 


Mr. CR'TTENDEN observed, that it appeared 
to him this was an appropriation of the usual sala- 
ry of one of our working people. It was agreed 


| on all hands that the duty for the public was well 
| and satisfactorily performed. 
| fore, no reduction in his case alone would be made: 


He hoped, there- 
let him have the salary at which his services hith- 
erto had been estimated. 

The amendment (reinstating the salary of $1,200) 
was then cencurred in. 

All the other amendments adopted by the com- 
mittee were concurred in. 


Mr. SEVIER moved his amendment again in 


| a general form, which would admit of the claim 


of John Dillon of Arkansas, to an extent not ex- 
ceeding $2,100, being set'ed, when audited among 


| claims to be paid under one of the new appropria- 


tions of the Senate affixed to this bill, viz: that “for 
compensation to two commissioners to examine 
claims under the treaty with the Cherokees of 1835, 
and pay of secretary, and provisions for Indians 
during the session of tie board, and for contingent 
expenses, $13,500 ” 

Mr. EVANS, while admitting the apparent jast- 
ness of the claim, opposed its introduction ia this 
bill, on the ground that it ought to go before the 
Cummittee on Claims for examination. 

Mr. SEVIER eontended that it had been ex- 


| amined and allowed by the proper department al- 


ready. 
Messrs. BERRIEN and CRITTENDEN thought 
it was reasonable to admit the amendment in the 


} general form proposed, as it left the claim subject 


io be audited by the proper officer. 

After some discussion on the subject, (in which 
Messrs. SEVIER, CRITTENDEN, BERRIEN, 
and WOODBURY further supported the amend- 
ment, and Mr. EVANS opposed it,) the yeas and 
nays were called for, and resulted in itsadoption— 
yeas 22, nays 9. 

The remaining addititional appropriations were 
also adopted. 

Mr. EVANS mesedenadiry unimportant amend- 
ments, which were alopted. 

On Mr. PRESTON’S motion, which underwent 
some debate, the vote on the amendment redacing 
the salary of the new clerk for the office of the 
Register of the Treasury from $1,600 to $1,200, 
was reconsidered, and the salary was fixed at 
$1, 400 

Oa Mr. BAYARD’S motion, an amendment for 
an additional appropriation of $12, 000 for rebuild- 
ing the bridge over the Tiber creek, on Pennsylva- 
nia avenue, was adopted. ; 

The Senate then resumed the consideration, as in 
committee of the whole, ef the House bill for the 
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relief of Charles F. Sibbald, (authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to settle, on principles of 
law and equity, whatever damage may have been 
done him in consequence of an officer of the United 
States having arrested him in cutting and sawing 
live-oak and pine timber from bis own jand, and 
dispossessing him for a long time of the use of his 
tract of 4.000 acres of land,) the question pending 
being the amendment proposed by Mr. Granam, 
allowing the -Secretary of the Treasury to ascer- 
tain and award damages, so far as Mr. Sibbald was 
prevented from using the live-oak timber. 


Messrs. GRAHAM, WOODBURY, HENDER- 
SON, WRIGHT, and PHELPS, opposed the bill 
jn its present form; and Messrs. WALKER, 
HUNTINGTON, BERRIEN, and BUCHANAN, 
opposed the amendment, and supported the biil; 
when, 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANA N, the bill was 
so amended as to refer the claims for seulement to 
the Third Auditor of the Treasury, under the d 
rection of the Aitorns y General, and with direciion 
to allow the claimant such damages as he would 
be entitled to recover on the privcip! es of law ap- 
plicable to such cases; the damages thus to iy as- 
sessed to be paid out of any mcney in the treasury 
not otherwise sppropriated. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Gratiam was 
then rejected. 

The bill was then, as 
engrossed and prinied. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

The Senate acjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, August 16, 1842. 

Mr. AYCRIGG offered the following resolation, 
which, after some conversational debate, in which 
Messrs. FILLMORE, CAVE JOUNSON, and 
McKENNAN participated, was adopted: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Navy be directed to order Lieut. Wilkes to 
retain in his possession, unti! further action on the subject, all 
the charts, maps, and journals of the exploring expedition. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL reported, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, several private 
bills. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST made an ineffectual mo- 
tion to have the Committee of the Whole dis- 
charged from the consideration of the bill for pre- 
serving the curiosities, &c., brought by the explo- 
ring expedition. 

Mr. REYNOLDS presented the ey estab- 
lishing the claim of $50 each to John Hewett and 
C. Tunnell, of Green county, Iilinoit, for services 
performed in the Black Hawk war as expresses 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

REPORTS ON THE VETO. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the select committee ap- 
pointed to take into consideration the reas. ns of 
the President for refusivg his assent io the bill en 
titled **An act to previce revenue trom imports, 
and to change and modify existing laws im posing 
duties on imports, and for other purposes,” said 
he was instructed by the majority cf the commil- 
tee to make a repert. 

Mr. GILMER said he, also, had a report and a 
protest against the course of the majority of the 
committee. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL likewise 
intention to make a report. 

Mr. ADAMS said he desired to read his report 
himself. [Criesof “Let the Clerk read i';” “We 
cant hear him.’’] 

Mr. BARNARD objected tothe motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr Gitmer Jj 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virgin- 
ja hasmade no motion. [Laughter] The Chair 
will endeavor to see the rules ot order preserved 
The Clerk will read the report. 

Mr. ADAMS I wish to reat it mysei® 

Mr. WISE said he should insist that every rule 
applied to the minority, stig also govern the 
majority. Ifany indulgence granted to the 
majority, he should claim the. same for the mi- 
nority. 

The SPEAKER said that whatever indulgence 


amended, ordered to be 





signified his 











was allowed to the chairman of the committee 
would be granted to the other members of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. ANDREWS objected to its being consider- 
ed as a favor that Mr. Apams should be allowed 
to read his report. 

Mr. ADAMS was about commencing, when 

Mr. WISE requested him to come up to the 


Clerk’s desk, and read from thence, so that all 
might hear. 
Mr. ADAMS declined moving from his seat. 


He then read his report as follows: 


The select commitlee, to whom was referred the mes- 
sage of the President cf (he United States, return- 
ing to this House the act, which originated in it, 
“to provide revenue from imports, and to change 
and modify existing laws imposing duties on tm 
ports, and for other purposes,” with his objections to 
il, with instructions to report thereon to the Howse, 
have attended to that service, and respectfully report: 
The message is the last of a series of 

measures, the result of wnich has been to defeat 

and nullify the whole action of the legislative au- 
thori'y of this Union, upon the most important in- 
terests of the nation. 

At the accession of the late President Harrison, 
by election of the people, to the executive chair, 
the finances, the reveaue, and the credit of the 
country, were found in a condition so greatly dis- 
ordered, and so languishing, that the first act of his 
administration was to call a special session of Con- 
gress, to provide a remedy for this distempered 
state of the great body politic. Ii was even then 
a disease of no sudden occurrence, and of no ordi- 
nary malignity. Four years before, the immediate 
predecessor of Genera! Harrison had been con- 
strained to resort to the same expedi>nt—a special 
session of Congress ; the result of which had only 
proved the first of a succession of palliatives, pur- 
chasing momentary relief at the expense of deeper- 
seated disease and aggravated symptoms, growing 


execulive 


daily more intense through the whole four years of 


that administration. It had expended, from year 
to year, from $8,000,000 to $10,000,000 beyond 
its income; absorbing, in that period, nearly 
$10 000,000 pledged for deposites with the States, 
$8,000,000 of stock in the Bank of the United 
States, from $5,000,000 to $6,000,000 of trust 
funds, and as much treasury notes; and was sink- 
ing under the weight of its own improvidence and 
incompetency. 

Tse sentence of a suffering people bad com- 
manded a change in the administration, and the 
contemporaneous elections throughout the Union 
had placed in both Houses cf Congress majorities, 
the natural exponents of the principles which it 
was the wi!l of the people should be substituted in 
the adminisiration of their Government, instead of 
those which had brought the couniry to a ec. ndition 
ot such wretchedness and shame. There was 
perfect harmony cf principle between the chosen 
President of the people and this majority, thus 
constituted in both Houses of Congress; and the 
first act of his administration was, to cai! a special 
session of Congress, for their deliberation and ac- 
tion upon the m asures ga necessary for 
relief to the public distress, and to retrieve the 
prosperity of the great community of the nation. 

Oa the 3is: day of May, 1841, within three 
months after tbe inaugura’ ion of President Har- 
iison, the Congress assembied athis call. Bat the 
reins of the exccutive car were already in other 
hands. By an inscrutable decree of Providence, 
the chief of the peopie’s choice, in harmony with 
whose principies the majorities of both Houses had 
been constiuted, was laid Jow in death. The 
President who had cal! led ibe mecrting of Congress, 
was no longer the President when the Congress 
met. A succes:or to the office had assumed the 
ude, wih totally different prnciples, though pro 
feesing the same at the time of his election, which, 
far from harmonizing, like those of his immediate 
predecessor, with the majcrity of both Houses of 
Congress, were zoon disclosed in diameirical op- 
position to them. 

The first development of this new and most un- 
fortunate condition of the General Government was 
manifested, by the failure, once and again, of the 








first great measure intended by Congress to restore 
the credit of the country, by the establishment 
of a national bank—a failure caused exclusively 
by the operation of the veto power by the Presi- 
dent. In the spirit of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, the executive is not only separated from 
the legisiative power, but made dependent upon, 
and responsible to it. Until a very recent period 
cf our history, all reference, in e.ther House of 
Congress, 10 the opinions or wiskes of the Presi- 
dent, relating to any sybject in deliberation before 
them, was regarded as an outrage upon the rights of 
the deliberative body, among the first of whose 
duties it is to spurn the i.flaence of the dispenser 
of patronage and power. Until very recently, it 
was sufficient greatly to impair the influence of 
any member to be suspected of personal sub erv- 
iency \o the Executive; and any allusion to bis wishes, 
in debate, was deemed a departure not less from 
decency than from order. An anxious desire to ac- 
commodate the action of Congress to the opinions 
and wishes of Mr. Tyler had led to modifications 
of the first bill for the establishment of a national 
bank, presented to him for his approval, widely 
differing irom the opinions entertained of their ex- 
pediency by the majority of both Houses of Con- 
gress; but which failed to obtain that approval for 
the sake of which they had been reluctantly adopt- 
ei. A second attempt ensued, undera sense of 
the indispensable necessity of a fiiscal corporation 
to the revenues and credit of the nation, to pre- 
pare an act to which an informal intercourse and 
communication between a member of the House, 
charged with the duty of preparing the bill, and 
the President of the United States himself, might 
secure, by compliance with his opinions, a pledge 
in advance of his approval of the biil, when it 
should be presented to him. That pledge was ob- 
tained. The bili was presented to him in the very 
terms which he had prescribed as necessary to ob- 
lain his sanction, and it met the same fate with its 
predece-sor; and it is remarkable that the rea- 
sons assigned for the refusal to approve the second 
bill are in direct and immediate conflict with those 
which had been assigned for the refusal to sign the 
first. 

Thus the mearure first among those deemed by 
he Legislature of the Union indispensably neces- 
sary for ‘he salvation of its highest interests, and 
for the restoration of its credit, its honor, its pros- 
perity, was prostrated, defeated, annulled, by the 
weak and wavering obstinacy of one man, acci 
dentally, and not by the wil! of the pe:ple, invest- 
ed with that terrible power—asif prophetically de- 
scribed by one of his own chosen ministers, at this 
day, as “the right to deprive the people of self- 
governimcnt.” 

Tae first cons:quence of this executive legisla- 
tion was not only to prosirate the efforts of the 
Lezis!ature itself, to relieve the people from their 
distress, to replenish the exhausted trea- ‘ury, and 

call forth the resources of the country, to redeem 
the publ.c faith to tre fulfilment of the nativnal en- 
gagemenis, but to leave all the burdens and em- 
barrassments of a public treasury, brought upon 
it by the improvidence of the preceding adminis- 
tration, bearing ce the people with aggravated 
pressure. The fatal error of the preceding admin- 
istration had been an excess of expenditure beyond 
its income. That excess had been an average of 
eight millions of dollars a year, at least, during the 
four years of its existence. The practical system 
of its fiscal operations had been a continued in- 
crease of expenditures and diminution of revenues; 
and it left, asa bequest to its successor, no effective 
eduction of expenses, but a double reduction of 
revenue to the amount of millions, to occur of 
course, by the mere lapse of time, unless avert- 
ed, within fifteen months, by subsequeut legisla- 
tion. 

By the double exercise of the Presidential inter- 
dict upon the two bills for establishing a national 
bank, this legislation was prevented. ‘The excess 
of expenditures beyond the revenue continued and 
increased. The double reduction of revenue pre- 


scribed by the compromise of 1833, was suffered 
to take its full effec!; no reduction of the expendi- 
and in the course of 
since the inauguration of Presi- 


tures bad been prescribed; 
eighteen months, 
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dent Harrison, an addition of at least fifteen mil- 
lions to the enormous deficit already existing in the 
treasury at the close of the last Administration, is 
now charged upon the prevailing party in Con- 
gress, by those who had made it the law; while the 
exercise of the veto power alone disabled the Legis- 
ature itself from the power of applying the only 
remely which it was within the competency of 
legislation itself to provjde. 

The great purpose for which the special session 
of Congress had been called was thus defeated by 
the exercise of the veto power. At the meeting of 
Congress, at the reguiar annual session, the majori- 
ties of both Houses, not yielding to the discourage- 
ment of disappointed hopes and baffled energies, 
undertook the task of raising, by impost duties, a 
revenue adequate to the necessities of the treas- 
ury, and to the fulflment of the national obliga- 
lions. 

By the assidu--us and unremitting labors of the 
commitiees of both Houses charged with the du- 
ues of providing for the necessities of the reve- 
nue, and for the great manufacturing interest of 
the Northern, Central, and Western Siates, which 
must be so deeply affected by any adjustment 
of a tariff to raise exclusively a revenue adequate 
to the necessary expenses of the Government from 
duties on imports, a tariff bill, believed to be 
nearly, if not wholly, sufficient for that purpose, 
was elaborated and amply discussed, through a 
long series of weeks, in both branches of the Legisla- 
ture. The process of gestation, through which 
alone such a complicated system could be organ- 
ized, necessarily consumed many menths of time; 
nor were the committees or the House exempted 
from severe reproach, which the purchased presses 
of the Executive Chief are even yet casiing upon 
Congress, without rebuke or restraint from him. 
The delays were occasioned by the patient and un- 
wearied investigation of the whole sutject by the 
appropriate commiltees. As the period approached 
when the so-called compromise tariff was to be 
consummated, leaving the Government without 
any revenue tariff sanctioned by the law, the pru- 
dence of Congress, without precipitating their de 
cision upon the permanent system which they 
fondly hoped to establish, provided and sent to the 
President a temporary expedient, limited in its op- 
eration to the space of one month; during which, 
to avoid, as they though', the possibility of a col- 
lision with the apprehended antipathies of the Pres- 
ident, they had suspended for the same month the 
distribution of the proceeds of the saies of public 
lands; which, by a previous law, was to take etiect 
the day after the expiration of the compromise. 
Not only was this most conciliatory measure con- 
temptuously rejected, but, in total disregard of the 
avowed opinions of his own Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, concurring with 'hose nearly unanimous of all 
the most eminent lawyers of the iand, in solitary 
reliance upon the hesitating opinion of the Attor- 
ney General, he has undertaken not only to levy 
taxes to the amount of millions upon the people, 
but to prescribe regulations for its collection, and 
for ascertaining the value of imported merchan- 
dise, which the Jaw had, in express terms, reserved 
for the legislative action of Congress. 


And now, to crown this system of continual and 
anrelenting exercise of executive legislation by 
the alternate gross abuse of constitutional power, 
and bold assumption of powers never vested in 
him by any law, we come to the veto message re- 
ferred by the House to this committee. 

A comparative review of the four several vetoes 
which, in the course of fifteen months, have suas- 
pended the legistation of this Union, combined with 
that amphibious production, the reasons for ap- 
proving and signing a bill, and at the same time 
striking, by judicial construction, at its most im- 
portant enactment, illustrated by contemporaneous 
effusions of temper ani of sentiment divulged at 
convivial festivals, and obtruded upen the public 
eye by the fatal friendship of sycophant private 
correspondents, and stripped to its naked nature 
by the repeated and daring assumption both of le- 
gislative and of judiciai power, would present 
anomalies of character and conduct rarely sen 
upon earth. Such an investigation, though siric:- 
ly within the scope of the instructions embraced in 


the reference to this committee, would require a 
voluminous report, which the scantiness of time 
will not allow, and which may not be necessary for 
maturing the judgment of the House upon the doc- 
ument now before them. 

The reasons assigned by the President for re- 
turning to the House of Representatives, with his 
objections, the bill to provide revenue from im- 
ports, and to change and modify existing laws ‘im- 
posing du'ies, and for other purposes, are preceded 
by a brief dissertation upon the painful sensations 
which any individual invested with the veto power 
must feel in exercising it upon important acis 
of the Legislature. The paragraph is worded 
With extreme caution, and with cbvious in- 
tent to avoid the assertion, made in such broad 
and unqualified terms in the letter read at the 
Philadelphia Independence-day dinner party, that 
Congress can enset no law witheut the concur- 
rence of the Executive. There is in this papera 
s'udious effort to save any individual from the im- 
putation of asserting the unqualitied independence 
of the Executive upon the Legislature, and the 
impotence of Congress to enact any law without 
him. That assertion, made in so explicit and un- 
qualified terms in the Philadelphia letter, is here 
virtually disclaimed and disavowed. The exer- 
cise of some independence of judgment, in regard 
to all acts of legislation, by any individual invested 
with the veto power, Is here curtailed and nar- 
rowed down to the mere privilege of not yielding 
his well-considered, must deeply fixed, and re- 
peatedly declared opinions on matters of great 
public concernment, to these of a co-ordinate de- 
partment, without requesting that department se- 
riously to re-examine the subject of their differ- 
ence. The co-ordinate department fo the Legisla- 
ture is no longer the co-ordinate branch ef the 
Legislature The power of Congress to enact a 
law without the co-operation ef any individual 
Executive, is conceded—not merely by unavoidable 
inference; for the closing paragraph of the mes- 
sage, recurring again to the same troublesome re- 
miniscence, observes that, after all, the effect of 
what he does is substantially to ca!l on Congress 
to reconsider the subject. Ii, on such reconsidera- 
tion, a majority of two-thirds of both Houses 
shou!d be in favor of this measure, it will become 
a law, notwithstanding his objections. The truism 
of this remark may, perhaps, be accounted for by 
the surmise that it was a new discovery, made 
since the writing of the Philadelphia dinner-party 
letter; and the modest presumption ascribed to the 
Constitution, that the Executive can commit no 
error of opinion unless two-thirds of both branches 
of the Legislature are in conflict with him, is tem- 
pered by the amiable assurance that, in that event, 
he will cheerfully acquiesce in a result which 
wou'd be preciscly the same whether he should ac- 
quiesce in itor not. The aptitude of this hypo- 
thetical position may be estimated by the ca'cula- 
tion of the chances that the contingency which it 
supposes is within the verge cf possibility. 

The reasons assigned by the President for his 
objections to this bill are further preceded by anar- 
rative of his antecedent cpinions and communica- 
tions on the subject of distributing the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands. He admits that, at 
the opening of the extra session, he recommended 
such a distribution, but he avers that this recom- 
mendation was expressly coupled with the condition 
that the duties on imports should not exceed the 
rate of twenty per cent., provided by the com- 
promise act of 1833. 

Who could imagine that, after this most em- 
phatic coupling of the revenue from duties of im- 
post, with revenue from the proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands, the first and paramount objec- 
tion of the President to this bill should be, that it 
unites two subjects which, so far from having any 
affinity to one another, ere wholly incongruous in 
their character ; which two spbjects are identically 
the s2me with those which he had coupled together in 
his recommendation to Congress at the extra session? 
It there was no affinity between the parties, why cid 
he join them toge:hei?’ If the union was i'legiti- 
mate, who was the administering priest of the un- 
hallowed rites? It is objected to this bill, that it is 
both a revenue andan appropriation bill? What 
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then? Is not the act of September 4, 1841, ap- 
proved and signed by the President himself, both a 
revenue and an appropriaticn bill? Does it not 
enact that, in the event of an insufficiency of im- 
post duties, not exceeding twenty per centum ad 
valorem, to defray the current expenses of the Gov- 
ernment, the proceeds of the sales of tho lands 
Shalbbe levied as part of the same revenue, and 
appfopriatcd to the seme purposes? The ap- 
propriation of the preceeds of- the sales of 
the public lands, to defray the ordinary ex- 
penditures of the Government, is believed to 
be a system of fiscal management unwise, 
impolitic, improvident, and unjust; and it is 
precisely for that reason that the bill now before 
the Huse provides that they shail not be so appro- 
priated. The public lands are the noble and inap- 
preciable inheritance of the whole nation. The 
sa'e of them to individuals is nota tax upon the 
purchaser, but an exchance of equivalents, scarce- 
ly more burdensome to the grantee than if he 
should receive it as a gratuitous donation. To ap- 
propriate the preceeds of the sales to deiray the or- 
dinary expenses of the Government, is to waste 
and destroy the property. This property is held 
by Congress in trust. Mr. Tyler speaks of the 
distribution as if it Was giving away the property. 
It is precisely the reverse. It isrestoring it to the 
owner. To appropria‘e the proceeds ts defray the 
current expenditures, isto give it up to dilapida- 
tion and waste. Itis, in political economy, pre- 
cisely the same as if an individual landhelder 
should seil off, year after year, parcels of his es- 
tate, and consume its preceeds in the payment of 
his household expenses. The first principle of po- 
litical economy necessary for a nation is to raise, 
by taxation, within the year, the whole sum re- 
quired for the expenditures of that year. Every 
departure from th:s principle is a step in the path 
of national bankruptcy and ruin. The daily de- 
mands of the treasury must be supplied by the in- 
come derived from taxation by the year, and not 
by the dissipation of the common property. 


The second reason of the President for objecting 
to the passage of this bil!, is not more ponderous 
than the first. It is the destitute and {embarrassed 
state of the treasury, and the impolicy, if not un- 
constitutionality, of giving away a fruitful source 
of revenue, which, if retained, may be seized by 
the Government, and applied to meet its daily 
wants. But the President had just teld us that 
this fruitful source of revenue was a subject wholly 
dissimilar in its character from that of revenue 
raised by duties of impost—so dissimilar, that the 
union of them formed in his mind an insurmounta- 
ble objection to the passage of the bill. “I most 
respectfully submit (says the message) whether 
this is a time to give away the proceeds of the land 
sales, when the public lands constitute a fund 
which, of all others, may be made most useful in 
sustaining the public credit.” And how could it 
be made thus useful? Precisely by giving them 
away. By giving them away forever! For, if the 
principle be once establishe:, that the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands shail be substituted in 
the place of revenue, by taxation, to defray the or- 
dinary annual expenses of the National Govern- 
ment, never more will the people of any Siate in 
this Union have the benefit of one dollar from this 
richest of mines of inexhaustible wealth, b-stowed 
upon them by their bountiful Creator, for the im- 
p ovement o: their own condition; bat given away 
—yces, to the last cent, given away forever—to pam- 
per the reckless extravagance of a Government 
forever preaching retrenchment and economy, 
aad forever heaping million upon million of annu- 
al expenditures “to suckle armies and dry-nurse 
the land.” 

The commitice submit to the House their unhes- 
itating opinion, that the appropriation of any part 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands to 
the ordinary annual expenditures wou!ld be the 
only effectual and irreirievable giving away of that 
great and inestimable inheritance of the American 
people; that, if once that growing and inexhaust- 
ible fund shall be doomed to form the whole or 
any part of the ways and means for the annual esti- 
maies of the receipts and expenditures of the Na- 
tional Government, the people may bid farewell—a 
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long farewell—to every hope of ever receiving a 
dollar’s useful improvement from that gift of God 
to them, thus cruelly and perfidiously wrested from 
their hands. 


Nineteen cf the States of this Union, in the ar- 
dent—perhaps, in some Cases, inconsiderately ar 
dent—pursait of this improvement of their own 
condition, have become invoived—some cf jiem 
heavily involved—in debt. The greatest portion of 
this debt has been contracted for the acecmplish- 
ment of stupendous works, to expedite and {acili- 
tate the intercourre of travel and of trade between 
the remotest extremes of this great Republic, 
swarming, from year !o year, with redoubling mil- 
lions of population. I! is no exaggerated estimate 
of the value of these works to say that, the saving 
of time, of labor, and of expense, io in 
citizens of the Union n, enjoying 
public works, more than 
year, the whole cost o! 


But, while these immen-ze 
thus secured to the people, @s a community of in- 
dividuals, the States which authorized them have 
contracted a burden of liabilities heavier than they 
are able to bear. They need the assistance of a 
friendly and powerful han¢; and where should they 
find it but in the sympathies of the National Gov- 
ernment?—in their fidelity to the trust committed 
to their charge in this immense and almost bound- 
less public domain? The application of the pro- 
ceeds of the public !ands to alleviate the burden of 
these debis pressing upon the people of almost all 
the States, is, if not the only, the mest unexcep- 
tionable mode of extending the mighty arm of the 
Union to relieve the peopie of the Sta'es from the 
pressure of the burden bearing upon them—a re- 
lief consisting only of the distribution amceng them 
of their own property—a relief furnishing them the 
means of paying to tue United States themselves 
no inconsiderable portion of the debts due from the 
States to them; +o that, by one and the same op- 
eration, the people of the States will be relieved 
from the intolerable pressure of their debt, and the 
common treasury of the Union will receive back 
in payment of debt no small part of the same sums 
allotted to the States as their respective portions of 
the distribution. 

The committee regret that shortness of the 
time which they have allowed themselves for the 
preparation of this report constrains them to pass 
over numerous other considerations, amounting to 
the clearest demonstration that the distribution 
among the Siates of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands will be infinitely more conducive to 
the ends of justice, and tothe relief of the people 
from their embarrassments, than the devotion of 
the same funds to be swallowed up in the insatia'e 
guif of the ordinary annual expenses of the Fed- 
eral Government; to perish, in the using, like the 
nine millions of the fourth instalment promised to 
the States, the seven or eight millions of stock in 
the Bank of the United S:atcs, and the five or six 
millions of Indian trust and navy pension funds— 
allsunk, during the Van Buren Administration, 
without leaving a wreck behind. 

This review of the reasons of the President for 
objecting to the passage of the bill might be ex- 
tended far more into dctail, and all Jeading to the 
conclusion that they are feeble, inconsistent, and 
unsatisfaciory. It remains on!y for the House to 
take, by yeas and nays, the question upon the final 
passage of the bil!; and as the majority of the com- 
mittee cannot indulge, even hyp the tically, the ab- 
surd hope of a majority either in this or the other 
House of Congress competent to the enactment «f 
the bill into a law, they leave the House te deter- 
mine what further measure they may deem neces- 
sary and practicable, by the legislative authority, 
in the present calami‘ous cendition of the country. 

They perceive that the whole legislative pow 
of the Union has been, fer the last fifieen mon! “4 
with regard to the action of Congress upon meas- 
ures of vital importance, in a state of suspended 
animation, strangled by the five iimes repeated 
stricture of the executive cord. They observe that, 
under these unexamp!ed obstructions to the exer- 
cise of their high and ieattinnade duties, they have 
hitherto preserved the most respectful forbearance 
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“towards: the executive ‘chief; that while he has, 
time afier time, annulled, by the mere ect of bis 
will, their commission from the people to enact 
laws for the common welfare, they have forborae 
even the expression of their resentment for these 
muitiplied insults and injari They believed 
they had a high destiny to fnl&l, by administering 
to the people, in the form of law, remedies for the 
sufferings which they had too long endured. The 
will of one man has frustrated all their labors, and 
prostraied all their powers. The majority of the 
committee believe that the case has occurred, in the 
annals of our Union, contemplated by the founders 
of the Constitution by the grant to the House of 
Representatives of the power to impeach the Pres- 
ident of the United States; bat they are aware that 
the resort to that expedient might, in the present 
condition of public affairs, prove aborive. They 
see that the irreconcilable difference of opinion and 
of action between the legislative and executive de- 
partments of the Government is but sympathetic 
with the same discordant views and feelings among 
the people. To them alone Yhe final issue of the 
swneete must be left. In the sorrow ard mortifi- 
cation under the failure of all their labors to redeem 
the honor and prosperity of their country, it isa 
cheering consolation to them that the termination 
of their own cflicial existence is at hand; that they 
are even now abont to return to receive the sen- 
tence of their constituents upon themselves; that 
the legislative power of the Union, crippled and 
disabled as it may now be, is about -to pass, reno- 
vated and revivified by the will of the people, into 
other hands, upon whom will devolve the task of 
providing that remedy for the public distempers 
which their own honest and agonizing energies 
have in vain endeavored to supply. 


The power of the present Congress to enaci laws 
essential to the welfare of the people has been 
struck with apoplexy by the Executive hand. Sub 
mission to his will, is the cn.y condition upon 
which he will permit them to act. For the enact- 
ment of a measure earnestly recommended by 
himself, he forbids their action, unless coupled with 
a condition declared by himself to be oa a subject 
so totally different that he wiil not suffer them to 
be coupled in the same law. With that condition, 
Congress cannot comply. In this state of things, 
ha has assumed, as the committee fully believe, 
the exercise of the whole legislative power toh m 
self, and is levying millions of money upon the 
people, without any authority of Jaw. But the 
final decision of this question Cepends neither epon 
legislative nor executive, but upon judicial au- 
thority; nor can the final decision of the Supreme 
Court upon it be pronounced before the close of the 
present Congress. In the mean time, the abusive 
exercise of the constitutional power of the Presi- 
dent to arrest the action of Congress upon meas- 
ures vital to the welfare of the people, has wrought 
ecnviction upon the minds * a majority of the 
committee, that the veto power its i must be re- 
strained and enodified by an amendment of the 


Constitution i'seif: a resolution for which they ac- 
cordingly here with respe ext iy rep rt. 
JOHN QUID ae oe 
JOHN M. BOT 
aes aan 
RAYNER. 


vas J CAMEFBELL. 
TRUMAN SMITH 

F. GRANGER. 

i. S LANE. 

JEREMIAH MORROW. 
J. A. PEARCE 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United Siates of America in Congress assemb/ed, 
(two-thirds of both Houses concurring therein,) That 
the followipgamendment of the Constitution of tbe 
Uniied States, in the seventh see icn of the first ar- 
ticle, be recommended to the Legisla'ures of the 
several States, which, on the adoption of the san.e 
by three-fourths of the said Legislaivres, shall be- 
come parts and parcel of the Constitution 

Insiead of the words “two-thirds,” twice repeated 
in the second paragraph of the said seventh sec- 
tion, substitute, in both eases, the words “a major- 
ity of the whole number.” 
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Mr. GILMER rose to present a report from a mi- 
nority ef the committee. 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to inquire wheth- 
er reporis were made by the minority of the com- 
miitee. 

Toe SPEAKER repliedin the affirmative. 

Mr. PROFFIT rose to a point of order. The 
g-nileman from Virginia had the floor; and he ob- 
jected, therefore, to any motion from the gentle- 
man {rom Massachusetts. 

Tne SPEAKER replied that the gentleman fiom 
Massachusetts had the floor. 

Objections were made by several gentlemen, 
who alleged that the gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. Gitmer] had been recognised by the Chair. 

Mr. ADAMS, however, proceeded ; and moved 
that the three reports be printed ; and that the reso- 
lution which he had reported from the majority of 
the committee be made the special order for to- 
morrow at 12 o’clock. 

Mr. RAYNER moved the previous question. 
{Murmurs of dissatisfaction. ] 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON rose to a question of or- 
der; which was, that, according to the Constitution, 
the first matier which the House would have to 
dispose of wou'd be the bill now on the table; and, 
therefore, he submitted that the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusatts [Mr. ADams] was not 
inorder, and ought not to have precedence over the 
bill itself. 

The SPEAKER explained that he had not de- 
cided the motion to be carried, but as merely be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. GILMER (who still retained the floor) was 
loudly called upon to read his report, and he ac- 
cordingly read the following: 


PROTEST AND COUNTER REPORT 
THOMAS W. GILMER. 


One of the minority of the Select Committee on the 
objections of the President to a bili to provide rev- 
enue, &c. 

The undersigned, a member of the select com- 
mittee to whom the objections of the President to 
the bill entitled “A bill to provide revenue from 
imports, and to change and modify existing laws 
imposing duties on imports, and for other pur- 
poses,” were referred, being unable to concur in 
the views of the maj rity of the committee, 
would assign some of the reasens which have in- 
fluenced him in coming to a different conclusion. 
He cannot refrain from inquiring for what pur- 
poses this committee has been raised, and protest- 
ing against the unprecedented and extraordinary 

course which a majority of the House of Rep- 
resentatives have determined to pursue on this oc- 
casion—a course certainly opposed to all the estab- 
lished usages of our Government; and, as the un- 
dersigned believes, in conflict with the provisions 
of the epee ion. The language of the Con- 
stitution is as follows: “Every bill which shall have 
passed the “eh of Representatives and the Sen- 
ate shall, before it becomes a law, be presented 
to the President of the United States; if he xpprove, 
he shall sign it; a if not, he shail return it, 
with his objections, to that House in which it shall 
have originated, nt shall enter the objections at 
large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider 
it. Jf, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of 
that House shal agree to pass the bill, it shall be 
sent, together with the objections, to the other 

House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered; 

and if approved by two-thirds of that House, it 

shall become a law.” 

The bill in question, having passed both Houses, 
was sent to the President, by whom it was re- 
turned to the House of Representatives, where it 
originated. Instead of proceeding (as the Consti- 
tution directs) “to reconsider it,” the bill] is laid on 
the table, and the President’s obj-etions are referred 
tc a select committee. In crdimary parliamentary 
proccedings, where a bill has passed either House 
of Congress, and a motion is made to reconsider 
ithe same, pending such motion, the bill itself (bay- 
ing once passed) is not before that House for any 
general purpose, and can on!y be brought again 
within the power of the House by a reconsideration 
of the vote on its passage. A motion, therefore, to 

commit, to pos'pone, orto jay such bill on the ta- 
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